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(ON THE PROBLEM OF ‘SLATE ODE’: 
MANDEL’SHTAM AND ZHIRMUNSKII)

(NAUM VAIMAN)

Abstract
The article uncovers the hitherto underestimated influence of Henri Bergson’s 
Philosophy of Life on Osip Mandel’shtam’s worldview and poetics, a connection 
that has already been pointed out by Viktor Zhirmunskii. In particular, the author 
explores in detail the presence of Bergson in Mandel’shtam’s ‘Grifel’naia oda’ 
(‘Slate Ode’), especially with respect to the theme of time, where the poet also 
engages with his predecessors Derzhavin and Lermontov. 
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