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(THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN ETHNOPOLITICAL IMAGE: FINNISH 
“NATIVES” AND “LOYALS” OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE)

(TIMUR GUZAIROV)

Abstract
The article discusses the mechanism of the construction and functioning of the 
ethno- political image of the Finns in the second half of the nineteenth century. As 
there were social conflicts between the Finns and the Russians, the Finns were often 
considered enemies of the Russian empire. This led to publications (among others 
the collection of stories Finlandskaia okraina Rossii) in which the Finns were 
described either as only formal or as loyal subjects of the Russian tsar.
Keywords: Finland; Russia; P.P. Semenov (Tian’-Shanskii); M. Borodkin; J.L.
Runeberg; Moskovskie vedomosti; Ethnopolitics; Civil Stereotypes
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