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Abstract
S. Sokolov’s Shkola dlia durakov takes us on a journey through the chaotic mind of 
a deranged adolescent. The mental condition of the narrator allows the author to 
undertake the most daring narrative and linguistic experiments. This paper explores 
the textual level of the novel: its language and various narrative strategies and 
techniques. The distinction is made between narrative (substantive) and binding 
(instrumental) elements. The resulting classified inventory enables me to outline the 
complex structure of the novel and describe the role of different types of elements 
within the stream of consciousness in their relation to the main subjects of the novel.
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