
 Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences   146  ( 2014 )  175 – 180 

Available online at www.sciencedirect.com

ScienceDirect

1877-0428 © 2014 Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/).
Selection and peer-review under responsibility of Russian Psychological Society.
doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.08.076 

  Mo

 

Abstrac

Peculiar
solving 
develop
moral or
 
© 2013 
Selectio

Keyword
reasoning

1.Intro
 

It 
peculia
[3]. In
assimil
commu
[5], [6]
O.A.) d

* Cor
E-mail ad

Third Ann

oral Orien

O

bCenter of E

ct

rities of the mo
the moral dilem
ment of moral ju
rientation on the

The Authors. Pu
on and/or peer-re

ds: moral orientatio
g. 

oduction  

is a well-kno
arities of moral
nvestigations d
ation of soci

unication with 
], [7]. Social si
defines differe

 

rresponding author
ddress: okarabano

nual Internat

ntation o

Olga A.Kar

aLomon
Esteem of Educatio

ral orientation i
mmas are consid
udgment and the
e principle of car

ublished by Else
eview under resp

on, moral dilemma

wn fact that th
 choice in situa
done by of A
al norms and
adults and pee
ituation of dev

ent children se

r. Tel.: +7-916-35
ova@mail.ru 

tional Confer

on Norms
in Mid

rabanova a*

S

nosov Moscow Sta
on Quality of Russi

in primary scho
dered. The hetero
e child's readine
re is preceded by

evier Ltd.* 
ponsibility of Ru

a, moral judgment,

he level of co
ation of moral 
A.N.Leontiev, 
d standards o
ers, where thes
velopment spec
ensitivity to co

27746; fax: +7-49

rence «Early

s of Mutu
ddle Chil

,  Galina S.

Sergey V.M

ate University, Mok
ian Academy of Ed

ool in implemen
ogeneity of mor
ss to follow mor
y the orientation 

ussian Psycholog

, social situation o

ognitive develo
dilemma solvi
L.I.Bozhovic

f moral beha
e samples beco
cific for every 
ontent of mora

95-6295910. 

y Childhood 

ual Help 
dhood 

 Kovalevab

Molchanov a

khovaya st. 11/9 M
ducation, Pogodin

ntation of norms
ral reasoning and
ral norms in the 
on the principle

gical Society. 

f development, he

opment determ
ing. (Piage J, K
ch, S.N.Karpo
avior occurs i
omes the regul
age (Vygotsk

al norms and a

Care and Ed

and Resp

b,  Olga B. L

Moscow 125009, R
nskaya st.,  8, Mosc

s of mutual help
d the relationshi
behavior are rev

e of justice. 

elping behavior, re

mines child’s m
Kohlberg L., Ei
ova, S.G. Yac
in active chil
lators and moti

ky L.S., Elkoni
as the result d

ducation» 

ponsibili

Loginovab, 

ussia
cow  Russia 

p and responsib
ip between the l
vealed. It is prov

sponsibility, mora

moral judgmen
isenberg N.) [1
cobson shown
ld’s action an
ives of behavio
in D.B., Karab
different dynam

ity  

bility in 
level of 
ved that 

al 
 

ts and 
1], [2], 
n that 
nd his 
or [4], 

banova 
mic of 

© 2014 Published by Elsevier Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/).
Selection and peer-review under responsibility of Russian Psychological Society.

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.08.076&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.sbspro.2014.08.076&domain=pdf


176   Olga A. Karabanova et al.  /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences   146  ( 2014 )  175 – 180 

assimilation of moral norms with different content [8], [9]. We supposed that it will be reflected in differences in 
orientation on realization of moral norms of mutual aid and responsibility in middle childhood, concretely in 
heterogeneity of moral judgments about each of the moral norms. Helping behavior, cooperation and interaction 
in process of problem solving that can’t be solved independently by the partner, seeking for help, corresponds to 
the child’s relations with peers in middle childhood [10]. The acceptance of responsibility for results of your 
activity is the goal of development at that age. 
  

2. The present study 

Empirical investigation of peculiarities of moral orientation on norms of mutual aid and responsibility for 
the results of your own behavior is aimed on definition of moral orientation of children in middle childhood. 
 Aims: 

• To define differences of orientation on realization of moral norms of mutual aid and 
responsibility/honesty in middle childhood. 

• To investigate the peculiarities of moral judgments proving realization/violation of moral norms of 
mutual and responsibility. 

3. Method 

4.1 Participants 

1295 schoolchildren aged from 9 till 10 took part in the investigation, attending the 4-th grade, living in 
Moscow, Vologda, Novosibirsk, Omsk, Tambov, Habarovsk, Kaluga regions. 

4.2 Measures 

We developed the technique of moral dilemmas aimed on realization of moral norms of mutual help and 
responsibility/honesty and readiness to take responsibility for results of your action. Subjects were given the 
moral dilemma in two forms. The first form presented the hero – subject’s peer - that broke the moral norm in 
the situation of moral choice, the second form showed the hero –subject’s peer – that realized the moral norm. 
Different variants of moral choice basis were given. All of them correspond to different stages of moral 
consciousness in L.Kohlbergs  theory – preconventional, conventional and postconventional. The subject was to 
choose interpretation that was most adequate to hero’s choice according to his opinion.  In conclusion subject 
was to answer the question how he himself will behave in situation of moral choice.  

 Parameters of esteem of moral dilemma solving by subjects: 
• Readiness to realize the moral norm in verbal behavior. 
• Level of moral judgments/interpretation development in situation of realizing/breaking the moral 

norms. 

5. Results 

We analyze the subject’s readiness to realize norms of mutual help and responsibility.
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