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Abstract

This study was an attempt to investigate the effect of both direct focused and recast written corrective feedback (WCF) on
grammatical accuracy of EFL learners' writing. The study also sought to examine whether the effect of direct focused or recast
WCF was retained over time. For this, 90 low-intermediate female students were selected through Preliminary English Test
(PET) and randomly assigned into three groups: two experimental groups (direct focused and recast) and one control group. The
study had a quasi-experimental design with pre-tests, immediate post-tests and delayed post-tests. Group A received direct
focused written corrective feedback, group B received recast written corrective feedback and the control group C received no
feedback. The statistical analysis indicated that, both experimental groups performed better than the control group and the second
experimental group (i.e., the recast group) outperformed the direct focused group. In addition, the lasting effect of recast was
more than the lasting effect of direct focused on the grammatical accuracy of EFL learners’ writing.
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1. Introduction

Several researchers [1] approved the effective role of CF and specifically different types of WCF in the use of
language features. With regard to the importance of writing accuracy in language learning, this quasi experimental
study can be a step to investigate the effects of both direct focused and recast CF on the use of grammatical accuracy
in L2 writing.
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2. Literature Review
2.1 Studies comparing different types of corrective feedback

A range of studies has investigated whether certain types of written corrective feedback or combinations of different
types are more effective than others. These studies have most often categorized feedback as either direct (explicit) or
indirect (implicit). Direct corrective feedback defined as the provision of the correct linguistic form or structure by
the teacher to the student above the linguistic error [2,3]. Lalande [4] has explained that indirect feedback requires
learners to engage in guided learning and problem solving and, therefore, promotes the type of reflection that is
more likely to foster long-term acquisition. But as SLA researchers of oral L2 production have found, learners must
first “‘notice’” [5] that an error has been made. Once the error has been noted, indirect feedback has the potential to
push learners to engage in hypothesis testing a process which Ferris [6] has suggested that may induce deeper
internal processing and promote the internalization of correct forms and structures.

While not ignoring the value of indirect feedback, those more in favor of a direct approach have explained that
teachers and students prefer direct feedback [7]. More recently, Chandler [8] has explained that the greater cognitive
effort expended when students are required to use indirect feedback to make their own corrections is offset by the
additional delay in knowing whether their own hypothesized correction is in fact correct.

Studies that have investigated the effects of different types of written CF can be classified according to those that
have compared (1) direct and indirect types of feedback; (2) different types of indirect feedback; and (3) different
types of direct feedback. To mention some of the studies in the first group, Lalande [4] reported an advantage for
indirect feedback; Robb, Ross, and Shortreed [9] and Semke [10] reported no difference between the two
approaches; and Chandler [8] reported positive findings for both direct and indirect feedback. It is one of the reasons
for being tentative in making firm conclusions from this conflicting and limited body of evidence. Moreover,
limitations in the design and execution of these studies [11,12] and differences in their contexts and in the
proficiency level of their participants make it difficult to assess the value of the claims that are made. It should also
be noted that most of these studies did not look at new pieces of writing, so they provide no information about the
long-term effectiveness on written accuracy. Further research is therefore required in this area.

Another group of studies has investigated the effectiveness of different types of indirect feedback (coded and
uncoded). None of these studies [7,9] found any difference between coded and uncoded options. However, only the
study by Robb et al. [9] examined the effect of corrective feedback on new pieces of writing over time. The other
studies only measured the effect of corrective feedback on text revisions.

Moreover, several recent studies [13,11,14] have examined the relative effectiveness of different types of direct CF
on improved accuracy. For instance, Bitchener et al. [13] compared the effect of different direct feedback
combinations typically practised in advanced proficiency classroom settings: (1) direct error correction plus oral
metalinguistic explanation in 5 minute one-on-one conferences; (2) direct error correction; and (3) no corrective
feedback. They found that that in-group one outperformed both groups two and three for the past simple tense and
the definite article but found no such effect for prepositions. They suggested that the addition of oral metalinguistic
explanation might have been the crucial factor in facilitating increased accuracy.

Additonally, Bitchener [11] investigated the effectiveness of other direct feedback combinations: (1) direct error
correction with written metalinguistic explanation and oral meta-linguistic explanation; (2) direct error correction
with written meta-linguistic explanation; (3) direct error correction; and (4) no corrective feedback. Feedback was
provided on only two functional uses of the English articles (the indefinite article ‘“a’’ for first mention and the
definite article ‘‘the’” for subsequent or anaphoric mentions). Groups one and three outperformed the control group
while group two only just failed to do so. When the study was extended [15,3] to include an additional 69 learners,
no difference was observed between the same three treatment combinations. Thus, it is possible that the larger
sample size eliminated the difference in effect between group two and the other two treatment groups in the first
study [11].

Another study by Bitchener and Knoch [14], investigating over a 10 month period the relative effectiveness of the
same four different feedback approaches, found that each of the groups who received one of the treatment options
outperformed the control group and that there was no difference in effectiveness between the three treatment groups,
suggesting therefore that none of the written CF options was any more effective than another. The special
significance of this finding was its investigation over a 10-month period and therefore its longitudinal measurement
of the effectiveness of different types of CF on accuracy retention.
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