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ABSTRACT

Climatic variables not only directly affect the interannual variability (IAV) in net ecosystem exchange of CO2

(NEE) but also indirectly drive it by changing the physiological parameters. Identifying these direct and

indirect paths can reveal the underlying mechanisms of carbon (C) dynamics. In this study, we applied a path

analysis using flux data from 65 sites to quantify the direct and indirect climatic effects on IAV in NEE and to
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