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ResuMen: Este articulo desarrolla tres temas: el primero es la militancia politica de Al-
berto Ruz contra los gobiernos cubanos titeres apoyados por los Estados Unidos, el
segundo son sus aportaciones a la arqueologia cientifica mexicana, que fueron mas
alla del magno descubrimiento de la tumba de K’inich Janaab’ Pakal de Palenque, y
el tercero, su defensa del patrimonio arqueolégico nacional.

El segundo, mas ampliamente desarrollado, aborda tanto las ideas capitales que
guiaron su trabajo académico, como el marco teérico-metodolégico que aplicé.
Asimismo se describen las polémicas en las que participd, dejando fuera sus exca-
vaciones en Palenque. En la dltima parte del articulo se relata lo concerniente a sus
luchas por proteger y dar nueva vida y vigencia al patrimonio arqueol6gico maya.
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AsstracT: This article is about Alberto Ruz, the archaeologist who made the remarka-
ble discovery of the tomb of K’'inich Janaab’ Pakal of Palenque, however it is not about
his archaeological discoveries. Instead the article has three themes: the first is Alberto
Ruz’s political activism against the US puppet governments of Cuba; the second is
his contributions to the science of Mexican archaeology; and the third is about his
defense of Mexico’s archaeological heritage.

More specifically, the themes are explored and developed by detailing Ruz’s most
important ideas that guided his academic work. We outline the theoretical and
methodological frameworks he applied and the political struggles in which he par-
ticipated. We also describe his courageous efforts to protect and to give new life
and strength to Maya archaeological heritage.
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