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REFLECTION AS TRANSFORMATION: MIRROR-IMAGE STRUCTURE 
ON MAYA MONUMENTAL TEXTS AS A VISUAL METAPHOR

 FOR RITUAL PARTICIPATION
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RESUMEN: Pese a la estructura inusual de las inscripciones monumentales de los antiguos ma-

fondo de la forma de estos textos. Después de analizar 11 monumentos, propongo que las 
-

se relacionaba con el monumento. Con base en evidencias de la arqueología, la epigrafía, 
la iconografía, la lingüística y la ciencia cognitiva, sostengo que la forma especular de estas 

PALABRAS CLAVE:

ABSTRACT: In spite of their aberrant orientation, ancient Maya monumental hieroglyphic ins-
criptions that were carved in mirror-image have been relatively understudied by scholars with 

-
ments, I propose that mirror-image inscriptions constituted visual metaphors related to the 
ritual importance of artifactual mirrors as symbols of political and religious power. Furthermo-

interaction with the monument. Using evidence from archaeology, epigraphy, iconography, 
linguistics, and cognitive science, I argue that the mirror-image form, of these monumental 

between monumental form and function. 
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