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Abstract

Novel chiral monodentate phosphite ligands bearing cymantrene fragment have been prepared. Phosphite 4 with PPh3, instead of CO-
ligand, in cymantrene moiety provided higher enantioselectivity than its unsubstituted analogue 3 in hydrogenation of (Z)-methyl-2-acet-
amido-3-phenylacrylate.
� 2006 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Bidentate derivatives of ferrocene, cymantrene, and
some tricarbonyl complexes of chromium and rhenium
have been actively investigated and demonstrated from
good to excellent enatioselectivity in asymmetric hydroge-
nation, allylation, hydrosilylation and conjugate addition
(for example, see [1–8]). Despite the encouraging perfor-
mance of many bidentate ligands, especially phosphines,
recent breakthroughs have shown that the use of bidentate
ligands is not essential to obtain high enantioselectivity.
Chiral monodentate phosphines [9], phosphonites [10],
phosphites [11] and phosphoramidites [12] have been
reported to be excellent ligands in the rhodium-catalyzed
asymmetric hydrogenation. Undoubted leaders among
modern P-monodentate ligands are phosphite and phos-
phoramidite derivatives of BINOL [11–13, and references
cited therein]. They may have either only axial chirality
or contain additional stereogenic centers. The latter group
has been well developed during the last years; for example,

ferrocenylethyamine-derived phosphoramidites showed up
to 99.5% ee in hydrogenation of enamides and dehydro-
amino acids [12]. But ligands containing only axial chirality
are more attractive because of their synthetic availability
and low cost [14].

Herein, we report synthesis of BINOL-based monoden-
tate phosphites derived from accessible cymantrenylcarbi-
nol and its derivative obtained by changing a CO-ligand
for PPh3. Due to the lack of additional stereocentres, cor-
rect correlation between the ligands structure and their effi-
ciency in the Rh-catalyzed asymmetric hydrogenation can
be made.

2. Results and discussion

Cymantrenylcarbinol was easily prepared from formyl-
cymantrene [15]. To increase the electron-donor and steric
demands of 1 the photochemical substitution of a CO
ligand by PPh3 was carried out (Scheme 1). Compound 2

showed two multiple signals for Cp-protons at d 4.16
(2H) and d 4.52 (2H) in the 1H NMR spectrum in ace-
tone-d6 but only first of them possessed a PH-coupling of
3.2 Hz. Analysis of the NOESY spectrum of 2 and synthe-
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sis of its 2,5-D labeled analogue starting from 2,5-D labeled
alcohol 1 [15] revealed that a PH-coupling exists between
the P-atom of PPh3 and protons at 3,4-positions of the
Cp-ring. Selectivity of the observed coupling is connected
with the hindered conformational rotation of the
Mn(CO)2PPh3 moiety.

Novel BINOL-based ligands were readily synthesized by
direct phosphorylation of the corresponding cymantrene
alcohols 1 and 2 (Scheme 2).

They represent crystalline compounds stable in pro-
longed storage in dark place.

To examine the catalytic behavior of the both cymant-
rene-based ligands 3 and 4 in asymmetric hydrogenaton
cationic rhodium(I) complexes 5 and 6 were obtained
(Scheme 3).

Significantly larger m(CO) frequency for the ligand 3 and
its Rh(I) complex 5 (Table 1) prove higher p-acidity of
phosphite 3 in comparison to 4 having a more efficient elec-
tron-donating ligand P(Ph)3 than CO in the cymantrene
part. We supposed that the different electron-donating
properties of the ligands should have influence on the cat-
alytic behavior of the complexes.

Complexes 5 and 6 were first used in the hydrogenation
of (Z)-methyl 2-acetamido-3-phenylacrylate 7 (Scheme 4).

Both complexes showed excellent chemical yields. In the
case of 5 poor enantioselectivety were obtained in all sol-
vents used (Table 2, entries 1 and 2).

Contrary, the use of the complex 6 dramatically
improved the enantioselectivity and gave product 8 in
91% ee (Table 2, entry 3). The result indicated that the
bulky electron-donating ligand 4 tended to increase enan-
tiomeric excess for the product 8. However, the nature of
the solvents showed no less important effect, changing the
solvent from CH2Cl2 to EtOAc reduced the ee value of
the product 8 from 91% to 27%. Closer effect was published
by Hua and van den Berg for bulky phosphites and phos-
phoramidites [16,17].

Influence of ligand structure on the enantioselectivity
and chemical yield was also examined in hydrogenation
of less sterical hindered substrate – dimethyl itaconate (9)
(Scheme 5).

In this case, moderate enantioselectivities were
obtained for both complexes 5 and 6. The use of complex
6 with bulky phosphite 4 led to a completely different
behavior during hydrogenation of 9. In this case not only
conversion was lower, but the enantioselectivity was
decreased due to increased steric demands of ligand 4 as
compared with 3 (Table 3). Solvent effect is also impor-
tant, complex 6 showed only 30% conversion in CH2Cl2
(Table 3, entry 3), however EtOAc as solvent afforded
product 10 with excellent chemical yield, but lower ees
(Table 3, entry 4).

In summary, we have synthesized novel and easily pre-
pared cymantrene-derived monodentate phosphites. It has
been found that the more sterically hindered and better
electron-donating phoshite 4 with a P(Ph)3 group as ligand
in cymantrene was a better asymmetric catalyst in hydroge-
nation of a dehydroamino acid ester (up to 91% ee), but
less effective in hydrogenation of dimethyl itaconate. Fur-
ther modification of cymantrene part, for example, substi-
tution of second CO ligand by P(Ph)3, may improve
enatioselectivity. Such experiments are in progress.
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Scheme 3. Complexation of the ligand with Rh(I).

Table 1
Selected spectroscopic data for compounds 3–6

Compound IR, m(CO), cm�1 (CHCl3) 31P NMR, dP (CDCl3)

3 2028, 1944 137.7
4 1940, 1872 142.9, 91.1
5 2024, 1940 125.3 (1J(P,Rh), 241.9 Hz)
6 1932, 1864 125.4 (1J(P,Rh), 243.5 Hz), 91.85
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Scheme 4. Hydrogenation of (Z)-methyl 2-acetamido-3-phenylacrylate.
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