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Highlights 

 A typology analysis of 32 smart city assessment schemes is provided. 

 Smart city assessment is a nascent, but rapidly growing area of research and practice. 

 Selected schemes rely on a diverse range of methods for smart city assessment. 

 More attention to toolkits that integrate real-time data into the assessment practice is needed.  

 Assessment schemes have been practiced in many cities around the globe. 

 

 

 

Abstract 

 

There has been a surge of interest over the past several years in the development and implementation 

of tools, frameworks, and indicator sets (hereafter, ‘schemes’) for smart city assessment. Despite this, 

there has been little examination of the typology and structure of assessment schemes. This gap has 

been partially addressed in a recent study by Sharifi (2019) that examines strengths and weaknesses 
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