
Applied Mathematics Letters 50 (2015) 105–110

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Applied Mathematics Letters

www.elsevier.com/locate/aml

Linear Algebra and its Applications 466 (2015) 102–116

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Linear Algebra and its Applications

www.elsevier.com/locate/laa

Inverse eigenvalue problem of Jacobi matrix 

with mixed data

Ying Wei 1

Department of Mathematics, Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, 
Nanjing 210016, PR China

a r t i c l e i n f o a b s t r a c t

Article history:
Received 16 January 2014
Accepted 20 September 2014
Available online 22 October 2014
Submitted by Y. Wei

MSC:
15A18
15A57

Keywords:
Jacobi matrix
Eigenvalue
Inverse problem
Submatrix

In this paper, the inverse eigenvalue problem of reconstructing 
a Jacobi matrix from its eigenvalues, its leading principal 
submatrix and part of the eigenvalues of its submatrix 
is considered. The necessary and sufficient conditions for 
the existence and uniqueness of the solution are derived. 
Furthermore, a numerical algorithm and some numerical 
examples are given.
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By introducing the hereditary condition to a general first order differential strong
symmetry operator, we obtain general 1+1 and 2+1 dimensional integrable nonlinear
diffusion hierarchies with infinitely many symmetries and Lax pairs. For a special
example the infinitely many nonlocal conservation laws and some explicit and
implicit exact solutions are also given.
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In physics and other scientific fields, there are many interesting problems that can be described by first
order nonlinear partial differential equations (PDEs) which are special forms of

F (u, ut, ux1 , . . . , uxn) = 0, (1)

where F is an arbitrary function of the indicated variables and n is an arbitrary positive integer. For
instance, the Hopf (b = 0) [1] and damped Hopf (b ̸= 0) [2] equations (also named Burgers and damped
Burgers equations),

ut = auux + bu, (2)

with arbitrary constants a and b are standard models to describe shock waves [3] with and without damping.
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The general Hopf equation, a model equation of gas dynamics,

ut = f(u)ux, (f(u) being an arbitrary function of u), (3)

is also widely used in hydrodynamics, multiphase flows, wave theory, acoustics, chemical engineering and
other applications [4,5].

The most general two dimensional form of (1),

F (u, ux, uy) = 0, (4)

defines cylindrical surfaces whose elements are parallel to the xy plane [6].
One of the simple multiple dimensional significant models,

n
i=0

aiu
2
xi = c, c, ai, i = 0, 1, 2, . . . , n, being arbitrary constants, (5)

is encountered in differential games [7].
In Ref. [8], it is proven that the general solution of (1) can be simply obtained by means of the symmetry

theory. In other words, the first order autonomous PDE (1) is integrable for arbitrary F and n under the
meaning that it possesses infinitely many symmetries. Now a natural important question is whether we can
find integrable higher order PDEs from the general first order PDE system (1)?

To get some nontrivial results from the above question, we first restrict our attention to the simple case
n = 1. So Eq. (1) can be rewritten as

ut = uxF, (6)

where F is an arbitrary function of u and ux. For the (1 + 1)-dimensional model (6), in Ref. [8], Lou and
Yao constructed a strong symmetry operator which is expressed by

Φ = uxP

uxx +Q
∂xu

−1
x , (7)

here P ≡ P (u, ux) and Q ≡ Q(u, ux) are the solutions of

∆ = 0, ∆ ≡ u2
x(FuPux − FuxPu) + (2Fux + uxFuxux)QP − (u2

xFuux + 2uxFu)P, (8)
Θ = 0, Θ ≡ u2

x(FuQux − FuxQu) + (2Fux + uxFuxux)Q2 − (2u2
xFuux + 3uxFu)Q+ u3

xFuu. (9)

In other words,

σn ≡ Φnσ0, 0,±1,±2, . . . , (10)

are symmetries of (6) for any given seed symmetry σ0, say, σ0 = uxF .
Now, the task to look for higher order integrable models is amounted to find certain possible constraints

on Φ given in (7) such that it is a hereditary operator. As we know an operator Ψ is a hereditary (or
Nijenhuis) operator if and only if

Ψ ′[Ψf ]g −Ψ ′[Ψg]f −Ψ(Ψ ′[f ]g −Ψ ′[g]f) = 0, (11)

for arbitrary f and g. Here the Fréchet derivative of Ψ is defined by

Ψ ′[h] ≡ d

dε
Ψ(u+ εh) |ε=0,

for any h.
It is shown in Ref. [9,10] if an operator Ψ is a hereditary operator, then

[σm, σn] ≡
d

dε
[σm(u+ εσn)− σn(u+ εσm)]


ε=0

= 0, σm ≡ Ψmf, (12)

for arbitrary f = f(u, ux, uxx, . . .).
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