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1. Introduction

In recent decades, the Aharonov-Casher effect [1] has attracted a great deal of attention. This
quantum effect arises in the quantum dynamics of a neutral particle with a permanent magnetic dipole
moment and consists in a phase shift in the wave function of the neutral particle [2,3]. This phase shift
arises from the interaction between the permanent magnetic dipole moment of the neutral particle
and an electric field, and it is given by

dnc = yg (ﬁ x 75) - di = +27 )

where u is the magnetic dipole moment and A is a constant associated with a linear electric charge
density. Discussions about the Aharonov-Casher effect have been extended to the nondispersivity
and nonlocality [4], and also to the topological nature [5]. The Aharonov-Casher effect [1] has

* Corresponding author.
E-mail address: kbakke@fisica.ufpb.br (K. Bakke).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.a0p.2015.06.012
0003-4916/© 2015 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aop.2015.06.012
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/aop
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/aop
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.aop.2015.06.012&domain=pdf
mailto:kbakke@fisica.ufpb.br
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.aop.2015.06.012

260 P.M.T. Barboza, K. Bakke / Annals of Physics 361 (2015) 259-265

also been investigated in recent years in the Lorentz-symmetry violation background [6,7], in the
noncommutative quantum mechanics [8], in noninertial reference frames [9-12], in holonomic
quantum computation [13] and with respect to its dual effect, which is called in the literature as
the He-McKellar-Wilkens effect [ 14]. The gravitational analogue of the Aharonov-Casher effect was
obtained in Ref. [15].

Geometric quantum phases [16,17] have also been studied in mesoscopic systems where there
exists a dependence of the energy levels on the geometric phase [18]. This dependence on the
geometric phase gives rise to a quantum effect called as the Aharonov-Bohm effect for bound
states [ 19,20]. Moreover, this flux dependence of the energy levels yields the appearance of persistent
currents in mesoscopic systems [18,21-23]. Based on a neutral particle system that possesses a
permanent magnetic dipole moment, then, persistent spin currents have been studied in Refs. [24,25].

In this paper, persistent spin currents in a two-dimensional quantum ring are investigated. It is
shown that bound states can be obtained for a neutral particle possessing a permanent magnetic
dipole moment confined to a two-dimensional quantum ring in the presence of a Coulomb-type
potential. By considering the interaction between the permanent magnetic dipole moment of the
neutral particle and a radial electric field, then, three quantum effects can be observed in this system:
one is the dependence of the energy levels on the Aharonov-Casher geometric phase; the second
quantum effect is a dependence of the angular frequency associated with the confinement of a neutral
particle to a quantum ring on the quantum numbers of the system and also on the geometric quantum
phase; the third quantum effect is the arising of persistent spin currents in the two-dimensional
quantum ring. A particular contribution to the persistent spin currents comes from the dependence
of the angular frequency on the geometric quantum phase. It is worth mentioning that this last
contribution has not been reported in the literature yet thus, as an example, we obtain both angular
frequency and the persistent spin current associated with the ground state of the system.

The structure of this paper is as follows: in Section 2, we discuss the quantum dynamics of neutral
particle that possesses a permanent magnetic dipole moment confined to a two-dimensional quantum
ring in the presence of a Coulomb-type potential. We show that the energy levels depend on the
Aharonov-Casher geometric phase, and also show a dependence of the angular frequency on the
quantum numbers of the system and on the geometric quantum phase. Finally, we obtain both angular
frequency and the persistent spin current associated with the ground state of the system; in Section 3,
we present our conclusions.

2. Quantum dynamics of a spin-half neutral particle

Let us start with the relativistic quantum dynamics of a neutral particle with permanent magnetic
dipole moment that interacts with external magnetic and electric fields. This quantum dynamics can
be described by introducing a nonminimal coupling into the Dirac equation as iy*d, — iy*d, +
%Flw (x) X', where F,,, (x) is the electromagnetic tensor, with Fo; = E;, Fj = —e€j B¥ and w
is the permanent magnetic dipole moment of the neutral particle [1-3]. In particular, in the
Aharonov-Casher system [1], the magnetic moment of the neutral particle interacts with an electric
field produced by a linear distribution of electric charges, E = % o, where p = \/x* +y% and A is a
constant associated with the linear charge distribution along the z axis. Based on this symmetry, from
now on, we need to deal with the Dirac equation in cylindrical coordinates (curvilinear coordinates).
The mathematical formulation used to write the Dirac equation in curvilinear coordinates is the
same of spinors in curved spacetime [26-28]. Then, in cylindrical coordinates, the line element of
the Minkowski spacetime is writing in the form: ds?* = —dt? 4+ dp? + p?dg? + dz*> (h = ¢ = 1).
Therefore, by applying a coordinate transformation axiu = % & and a unitary transformation on the
wave function ¢ (x) = U v’ (x), the Dirac equation for a neutral particle with permanent magnetic
dipole moment can be written in any orthogonal system in the following form [7,28]: iy# D, ¥ +

Dy vk [Dk In (%)] v+ 5F, (x) DY = my, where D, = ﬁ 9, is the derivative of

the corresponding coordinate system and the parameter hy corresponds to the scale factors of this
coordinate system. In our case (cylindrical coordinates), the scale factors are hy = 1,h; = 1,h; = p
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