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Abstract

Reduction of heat penetrating into the cryogenic region is the important method of optimization of superconducting devices. In
the cases of short-range power transmission lines and compact HTS devices like magnets, the heat leakage through current leads
is relatively large. In order to decrease this contribution, current leads equipped with Peltier elements can be used. The mentioned
technology is being actively developed in the Chubu University. Commercial samples of Peltier current leads are installed at the
terminals of 500-meter DC HTS cable in Ishikari (Hokkaido). This cable is designed for 5 kA. The inner conducting layer
consists of 37 DI-BSCCO HTS tapes from Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd. with a critical current of 180 A; and the outer one
consists of 35 tapes of the same type. Each end of the cable’s tape is connected to the individual Peltier current lead.
Accordingly, each of the two terminals is equipped with 72 Peltier current leads, 144 pieces in total. In order to examine behavior
of the current leads in detail, each piece is supplied with two thermocouples; there are also voltage taps on feedthrough and on
HTS tape end. In addition, current through Peltier current lead can be measured by means of individual current transformer. The
hardware part of the data acquisition system includes four Keithley 3706A multimeters equipped with 60-channel model 3724
FET multiplexer cards. Therefore, 144 data blocks are formed. Furthermore, there are 72 measurements of a voltage drop across
HTS tape. Sampling period is set to be 3 s. The program part of the data acquisition system was written using LabVIEW software
solution (National Instruments Corp.).
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1. Introduction

Development of superconducting power transmission (PT) lines that promises great benefits, has a very long
history and is associated with overcoming significant engineering problems. The discovery of HTS in 1986 made it
possible to simplify the design and reduce the cost of such systems largely. Thereafter, dozens of experimental AC
HTS PT lines were created in different countries. Several hundred-meter cable length was achieved. Because DC
HTS cables have many advantages, an upsurge in interest in using superconductors for DC power transfer was
clearly observed in recent years. However, the number of DC projects in progress is still small [1-5].

One of the important advantages of DC HTS cables is the absence of AC losses. This fact greatly reduces the heat
load  on  the  cryogenic  system.  Since  the  energy  consumption  for  maintaining  the  low  temperature  of  the
superconductor appears as transmission losses, the refinement of the efficiency of thermal insulation is an obvious
way to improve the economic performance of DC HTS PT lines. Short-distance PT lines (for example, intra-plant)
are characterized by the significant relative heat leak through the current leads. In the case of the compact systems
like magnets, this contribution may be essential. Improvement of the thermal performance of the current lead is
mainly achieved by optimizing their geometry and the use of different cooling methods. An alternative way is the
application of "active self-cooled" current lead equipped with Peltier element connected in series. In this case, the
thermoelectric element operates as a heat pump working against the flow of heat from the outside. Theoretical and
experimental researches in the Chubu University allowed us to create commercial samples of Peltier current leads
(PCLs) [1, 5-7]. Fig. 1 displays the off-the-shelf PCL design. Current model has four small Peltier elements
connected in parallel.

Japanese largest project in the field of DC HTS PT has started in the city of Ishikari in Hokkaido on March 31,
2013. This national project is scheduled for three years. Two cable lines were built by the end of 2015 in the
framework of the Ishikari project. 500-meter Line No. 1 connects Sakura Internet Inc. data center to the solar electric
plant.  1000-meter  Line  No.  2  will  be  used  for  field  study.  Lines  were  designed  with  the  aim  of  developing  new
technologies to bring the power transmission distance up to several tens, even hundreds of kilometers. Technical
parameters of the Lines are summarized in the Table 1.

Table 1. Specification of the DC HTS PT lines in Ishikari.

Line No. 1 Line No. 2

Length, type Underground 500 m cable Overland 1000 m cable

Rated parameters 5 kA, 20 kV, 100 MW 2.5 kA, 20 kV, 50 MW

HTS tapes BSCCO (Type HT-CA) from Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd.

Cable outer diameter 42 mm 40 mm

Inner conductor 37 HTS tapes (Ic > 190 A) 24 HTS tapes (Ic > 190 A)

Outer conductor 35 HTS tapes (Ic > 190 A) 15 HTS tapes (Ic > 220 A)

Cable insulation PPLP PPLP

1 x Turbo-Brayton (2kW@77K), 2 x Turbo-Brayton (2kW@77K),

Cooling system 1 x Stirling (1kW@77K), 2 x Stirling (1kW@77K),

2 x Cryopump (40 l/min) 3 x Cryopump (40 l/min)

Among the differences from the standard HTS PT lines, it should be noted first the use of smooth cryogenic pipes
instead of conventional corrugated ones. This approach enables to drastically reduce the hydraulic resistance to flow
of the liquid nitrogen and thus to reduce the required power of the cryogenic pumps. Delivery of HTS cable
separately from the cryostat and field assembly allows us to increase the drum length up to 5 km, reducing the
number of joints and, consequently, reducing the accident risk. Second, the large-diameter outer pipes are utilized in
order to improve the air-exhaust condition. Third, preliminary helical layout of the cable core inside the cryogenic
pipe was used to prevent undesirable effects related to the thermal contraction. As far as cable is helically coiled
along the walls of the inner pipe at the room temperature, and straight at the liquid nitrogen temperature, temperature
change does not induce considerable longitudinal displacement. Residual cable strain can be compensated by the
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