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Purpose/Goal

To provide the learner with knowledge of AORN’s recom-
mended practices related to adhesive tape rolls as a source
of infection, hand hygiene before donning unsterile gloves,
preparing for a procedure on a patient who is allergic to
di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate (DEHP), and surgical wound
classification.

Objectives

1. Discuss practices that could jeopardize safety in the
perioperative area.

2. Discuss common areas of concern that relate to periop-
erative best practices.

3. Describe implementation of evidence-based practice in
relation to perioperative nursing care.
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"s Adhesive tape rolls as a source of infection

QUESTION:

P’ve noticed that some of my colleagues keep rolls
of adhesive tape in the pockets of their cover
jackets and then use those rolls of tape to secure
surgical dressings and other items. Could this be
a potential source of surgical site infection?

ANSWER:

Studies have demonstrated surgical adhesive tape
to be a potential reservoir for pathogenic microor-
ganisms.'” There also have been reports in the
literature implicating medical adhesive products
in fungal infections®® and in a prolonged outbreak
of Staphylococcus aureus in a neonatal unit.’

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.a0rn.2013.11.010
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Adhesive tape is used to secure Vs, artificial
airways, surgical drains, surgical wound dressings,
and other items that may provide a portal for
microbial entry into the body and subsequent
development of infection. Both the adhesive and
nonadhesive surface of a tape roll may become
contaminated when stored in pockets, hung on
stethoscopes, or left lying on countertops or
other surfaces. A single roll of tape may be
handled by multiple individuals and, after con-
taminated, the tape may contaminate the hands
of personnel who contact or handle it or become
a source of contamination for the patients on whom
the tape is used. The reuse of contaminated tape
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