
PERSPECTIVE

International Combined Orthopaedic
Research Societies: A model for
international collaboration to promote
orthopaedic and musculoskeletal research

Theodore Miclau a,*, Nobuo Adachi b, John Antoniou c,
Nicola Baldini d, Gordon Blunn e, Steven Boyd f, Je-Ken Chang g,
Bernd Grimm h, X. Edward Guo i, Gun-Il Im j, Shin-Yoon Kim k,
Feza Korkusuz l, Oscar Kuang-Sheng Lee m, Andrew McCaskie n,
R. Geoff Richards o, Gautam Shetty p, Suresh Sivananthan q,
Tingting Tang r, Jiake Xu s, Ling Qin t

a Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, University of California, San Francisco General Hospital,
Orthopaedic Trauma Institute, San Francisco, CA, USA
b Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences, Hiroshima University,
Kasumi, Japan
c McGill University, Chercheur National FRSQ, Jewish General Hospital, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
d Department of Biomedical and Neuromotor Science, University of Bologna, Laboratory for
Orthopaedic Pathology and Regenerative Medicine, Rizzoli Orthopaedic Institute, Bologna, Italy
e Institute of Orthopaedics & Musculoskeletal Science, University of College London, London, England
f McCaig Institute for Bone and Joint Health, University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada
g Kaohsiung Municipal Ta-Tung Hospital, Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Kaohsiung Medical
University and Hospital, Kaohsiung, Taiwan
h ATRIUM Medical Center, AHORSE Foundation, Heerlen, The Netherlands
i Department of Biomedical Engineering, Columbia, University, New York, NY, USA
j Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Dongguk University, Goyang, South Korea
k Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Kyungpook National University, Postgraduate School of
Medicine, Daegu, South Korea
l Department of Sports Medicine, Hacettepe University Faculty of Medicine, Ankara, Turkey
m Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatology, Taipei Veterans General Hospital, Department of
Orthopaedic Surgery, Taipei City Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan
n Division of Trauma and Orthopaedic Surgery, University of Cambridge, Addenbrooke’s Hospital,
Cambridge, UK
o AO Research Institute, Davos, Switzerland
p Qi Spine Clinic, Mumbai, Maharashtra, India

* Corresponding author. Orthopaedic Trauma Institute, University of California at San Francisco/San Francisco General Hospital, 2550 23rd

Street, Building 9, 2nd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94110, USA.
E-mail address: miclaut@orthosurg.ucsf.edu (T. Miclau).

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jot.2014.07.004
2214-031X/Copyright ª 2014, The Authors. Published by Elsevier (Singapore) Pte Ltd. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND
license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

Available online at www.sciencedirect.com

ScienceDirect

journal homepage: http: / /ees.elsevier .com/jot

Journal of Orthopaedic Translation (2014) 2, 165e169

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.jot.2014.07.004&domain=pdf
mailto:miclaut@orthosurg.ucsf.edu&/elink; (&givntag;Theodore&/givntag;&nbsp;Miclau)
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jot.2014.07.004
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.�0/
www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/2214031X
http://ees.elsevier.com/jot
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jot.2014.07.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jot.2014.07.004


q Hospital Fatimah and University Malaya Medical Center, Malaysia
r Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Shanghai Ninth People’s Hospital, Shanghai Jiaotong University
School of Medicine, Shanghai, PR China
s School of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, The University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia
t Musculoskeletal Research Laboratory, Department of Orthopaedics and Traumatology, The Chinese
University of Hong Kong, Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong

Received 7 July 2014; received in revised form 17 July 2014; accepted 18 July 2014
Available online 10 August 2014

KEYWORDS
Orthopaedic;
Research;
International;
Societies;
Organization

Summary In October 2013, the International Combined Orthopaedic Research Societies (ICORS;
http://i-cors.org) was founded with inaugural member organisations from the previous Combined
Orthopaedic Research Society, which had sponsored combined meetings for more than 2 decades.
The ICORS is dedicated to the stimulation of orthopaedic and musculoskeletal research in fields
such as biomedical engineering, biology, chemistry, and veterinary and human clinical research.
The ICORS seeks to facilitate communication with member organisations to enhance international
research collaborations and to promote the development of new international orthopaedic and
musculoskeletal research organisations. Through new categories ofmembership, the ICORS repre-
sents the broadest coalition of orthopaedic research organisations globally.
Copyright ª 2014, The Authors. Published by Elsevier (Singapore) Pte Ltd. This is an open access
article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

Representatives of the International Combined Orthopaedic
Research Societies1:

AO Foundation: R. Geoff Richards, PhD
ASEAN Orthopaedic Research Society (ASEAN ORS):

Suresh Sivananthan, MD
Australian and New Zealand Orthopaedic Research So-

ciety (ANZORS): Jiake Xu, MD, PhD
British Orthopaedic Research Society (BORS): Andrew

McCaskie, MD; Gordon Blunn, PhD
Canadian Orthopaedic Research Society (Canadian ORS):

John Antoniou, MD, PhD; Steven Boyd, PhD
Chinese Orthopaedic Research Society (Chinese ORS):

Ling Qin, PhD; Tingting Tang, MD, PhD
European Orthopaedic Research Society (EORS): Nicola

Baldini, MD; Bernd Grimm, PhD
Indian Orthopaedic Research Group (IORG): Gautam

Shetty, MS
International Chinese Musculoskeletal Research Society

(ICMRS): X. Edward Guo, PhD
Japanese Orthopaedic Association (JOA): Nobuo Adachi,

MD
Korean Orthopaedic Research Society (KORS): Gun-Il Im,

MD, PhD
Orthopaedic Research Society (ORS): Theodore Miclau,

MD
Taiwan Orthopaedic Research Society (TORS): Je-Ken

Chang, MD; Oscar K. Lee, MD, PhD
Turkish Orthopaedic Research Council (TORC): Feza

Korkusuz, MD

History of the Combined Orthopaedic Research
Societies

In 1992, the first Combined Meeting of the Orthopaedic
Research Societies was in held in Banff, Alberta, Canada.
The meeting was organised and held to promote collabo-
ration among members of the orthopaedic research soci-
eties from around the globe. The founding member
societies included the Canadian Orthopaedic Research So-
ciety (Canadian ORS), the European Orthopaedic Research
Society (EORS), the Japanese Orthopaedic Association
(JOA), and the Orthopaedic Research Society (ORS).

In 2006, the founding member societies agreed to include
additional organisations: the Australian and New Zealand
Orthopaedic Research Society (ANZORS), the British Ortho-
paedic Research Society (BORS), the Korean Orthopaedic
Research Society (KORS), and the Taiwan Orthopaedic
Research Society (TORS). All organisations joined the organ-
ising committeeof theCombinedMeeting andmet at the2007
Combined Meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii, which was hosted by
the ORS. In 2011, the Chinese ORS was invited to join the
organising committee. TheCombinedMeeting hadnowgrown
to a total of nine societies that included a broad represen-
tation of organisations from around the world [1].

Development of the International Combined
Orthopaedic Research Societies

At the ORS 2013 Annual Meeting in San Antonio, TX, USA, the
ORS hosted an international summit and invited many of its
partner organisations to a strategic session devoted to dis-
cussions with regard to its international efforts, creating a

1 Corresponding office of the International Combined Orthopaedic
Research Society. Orthopaedic Research Society, 6300 North River
Road, Suite 602, Rosemont, IL 60018, USA.
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