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Clinical stage IA lung cancer determined preoperatively by the combination of CT and PET scan is

frequently understaged. Of 266 patients identified, lung cancer was correctly staged in only 65%. Size

greater than 2 cm and PET positivity are risk factors for understaging. Limited resection should be

undertaken with caution in such patients.
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Although integrated PET/CT suffers from false negative and false positive results, if biopsy tissue is

obtained from all suspicious sites and assumptions are not made, PET provides the best staging and

treatment for patients with NSCLC. If thoracotomy, lung palpation, pulmonary resection, and

lymphadenectomy are performed, PET misstaging is probably irrelevant.
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Volume–outcome relationships for esophageal cancer resection have been well described, but no

consensus exists for what constitutes a ‘‘high-volume’’ center. On statistical determination of an

appropriate volume optimized for outcome, we have determined that volume cutoff alone is

insufficient for defining centers of excellence.
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The creation of a clinic dedicated to the evaluation of patients with indeterminate nodules resulted in

few diagnoses of malignancy. Very few patients were treated for cancer, and many patients required

continued follow-up for development of new nodules.
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Neoadjuvant chemoradiotherapy followed by surgical intervention for esophageal cancer has

a significant effect on health-related quality of life (HRQOL). This effect, however, is transient, and

patients’ HRQOL scores return to baseline within 3 months postoperatively. Increasing Functional

Assessment of Cancer Therapy–Esophageal scores postoperatively over time were predictive of

improved survival.
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FDG–PET SUVmax correlates with an increased expression of GLUT-1 and p53 in adenocarcinoma

and EGFR in all NSCLC samples. GLUT-1 expression in NSCLC is significantly greater in regional

node–positive disease. SUVmax was significantly greater in patients with nodal disease associated

with tumor expression of GLUT-1, p53, or cyclin D1.
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Morbidity and mortality rates are increased in patients who undergo salvage esophagectomy after

definitive high-dose chemoradiotherapy. Tracheobronchial necrosis and gastric conduit necrosis are

highly lethal complications after salvage esophagectomy. The 3-year postoperative survival of 38% would

nevertheless be acceptable relative to the potential long-term survival after salvage esophagectomy.
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Houhuai Li, MD, PhD, Qingzhen Zhang, Lin Xu, MD, Yijiang Chen, Yongxiang Wei, and

Guoren Zhou, MS, Nanjing, China

Several pathologic characteristics of the primary tumor are correlated with the outcome of esophagectomy

for SCC of the thoracic esophagus. Patients with fewer than 2 metastatic nodes after curative

esophagectomy have a better prognosis than those with multiple involved nodes (.2). To stratify patients

appropriately for prognosis, it is necessary to refine the current 6th edition TNM staging system.
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