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HOSPITAL MEDICINE CLINICS CHECKLIST

1. Influenza and pneumonia are one of the leading causes of vaccine-preventable
death among older adults in the United States.

2. The inpatient setting provides an opportunity to improve vaccine uptake.
3. Develop a systematic approach to identify inpatients eligible for vaccine;

standing order programs have been successfully used for this purpose.
4. Understand the barriers associated with influenza and pneumococcal vaccina-

tion. Counsel patients regarding the benefit of vaccination and unfounded
concerns of side effects.

5. Clearly document any contraindication to vaccination.
6. Consider administering additional vaccinations for eligible patients.

BACKGROUND

What are the current recommendations for adult vaccines?

Each year, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) reviews the rec-
ommended adult immunization schedule to ensure that the schedule reflects current
recommendations for licensed vaccines. Figs. 1 and 2 outline their most recent effort.1

What are the incidence, prevalence, and consequences of influenza and pneumo-
coccal disease?

Of all the recommended adult vaccines, those targeted toward influenza and pneumo-
coccal disease have been the focus of most inpatient vaccination plans. According to

Disclosures: None.
a Division of General Internal Medicine, Medical University of South Carolina, 135 Rutledge
Avenue, 12th floor, Charleston, SC 29425, USA; b Division of Infectious Diseases, Medical
University of South Carolina, 135 Rutledge Avenue, 12th floor, Charleston, SC 29425, USA
* Corresponding author.
E-mail address: vaughanl@musc.edu

KEYWORDS

� Vaccine � Vaccination � Immunizations � Immunize � Pneumococcal vaccine
� Influenza vaccine

Hosp Med Clin 2 (2013) e192–e208
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ehmc.2012.11.004
2211-5943/13/$ – see front matter � 2013 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

mailto:vaughanl@musc.edu
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ehmc.2012.11.004


Fig. 1. Recommended adult immunization schedule by vaccine and age group. (Data from Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Recommended
adult immunization schedule- United States, 2012. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2012;61(4):1–7.)
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