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Abstract This paper attempts to provide a comprehensive review of research works in the
library and information science (LIS) discipline in India during 1957e2009 in order to identify
trends and patterns in doctoral research, both at the national level and within the Department
of Library and Information Science, Panjab University, Chandigarh (PU).

Research in LIS by PhD students in India was a sporadic activity for about two decades
increasing slowly until around 1980, when it increased by more than five times during the
1980s. In the 1990s, the number of PhD theses more than doubled (from 104 to 232). The
growth slowed during the next decade, during which 266 theses were completed. The 1990s
recorded a rapid growth in both the number of doctoral degrees awarded and the geographic
spread of universities/institutes offering doctoral degree programmes in the country. The new
millennium recorded continued growth; more than two-fifths of total doctoral degrees were
awarded in the first nine years (2001e2009). This growth in doctoral degrees was fueled by
parity in pay-scales and promotional avenues accorded by the University Grants Commission
to library science professionals, bringing them in line with university teachers at time of the
Fourth Pay-Commission. Seventy universities awarded 623 degrees in library science during
1957e2009 giving an average of about nine degrees per university. Nevertheless, there were
wide inter-state and inter-university variations. The number varied from a high of 58 degrees
by Karnatak University, Dharwad to a low of one degree each in at least nine universities.
Research in the LIS discipline in India was characterized by a replication of the themes already
researched in foreign universities, a lack of diversification in research themes, a dearth of
research on themes dealing with conceptual and methodological issues, and a decline in the
quality of research with an increase in quantity of research works. Sub-fields, such as library
use studies and user studies, university libraries, public libraries, information storage and
retrieval, personnel and bibliometrics were among the most popular research topics, their
combined share being more than two-fifths in total research works awarded during the study
period. The open access system, repository system and digital libraries were emerging themes;
however, some people consider the research to be conceptually and methodologically weak,
requiring immediate attention.
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With forty-one doctoral degrees to its credit, PU is one of the three top universities in India
in terms of the number of doctoral degrees awarded. Similar to the trends at the national
level, progress remained slow up until 1980 and picked up rapidly during the 1990s. The
new millennium brought a phase of rapid growth, with more than two-fifths of total doctoral
degrees awarded in the last nine years. With one year remaining, the current decade is likely
to make a new history in library science at PU. Thematically, while only about two-fifths of the
research sub-fields explored in PhD dissertations at the national level have been examined so
far at PU, the diversity of sub-fields and the focus on emerging themes were more marked at
PU than at the national level. Diversity of themes and use of scientific methods in research, as
a marked feature of doctoral dissertations at PU in recent years, prompted one of the
researchers to formulate as many as twenty hypotheses for empirical testing. Interestingly,
six of the ten theses awarded between 2000 and 2003 in the department contained themes
either focusing on Iran or comparing Iran with India. This was indicative of the department’s
popularity with foreign students, especially Iranians. Another interesting feature was that
two of the teachers in the department supervised more than a half of the total PhD theses
awarded up to 2009.
ª 2011 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Introduction

Research and development activities in science and tech-
nology and other fields of human endeavor have contrib-
uted significantly to a phenomenal growth in research
themes. This has resulted in an information explosion and
interdisciplinary approaches to research over the last six
decades. These developments have placed new demands
on the services offered by libraries and information
centers.

The rapid growth achieved by India in different spheres
of national endeavor since independence, and the efforts
being made to sustain this progress, have added new
dimensions to the services rendered by libraries and infor-
mation centers. To meet the emerging challenges, to find
suitable solutions, and to explore new frontiers, research
has emerged as a vital dimension of library and information
science (LIS) in India.

The LIS discipline encompasses all kinds of activities
involved in the process of collection, organization, analysis,
and dissemination of information. This discipline and its
professional practice address a variety of problems making
it difficult to summarize the research work done in this
field. Because of this scope and complexity, a review of
literature reveals that the bibliographic presentation of LIS
research work done in India, as is true throughout the field,
has been neither systematic nor adequate. In part because
of the number and diversity of the institutions, there has
also been a lack of systematic attempt to disseminate
information on the theses submitted to the different
universities and institutions.

Literature review

Library and information science education in India started
as early as in 1911, but it had to wait for another three
decades to emerge as a full-fledged discipline. Following
World War II (1942e1945), LIS became recognized as an
independent discipline in India, with separate departments
established in universities that offered bachelor and
master’s degree courses (Chatterjee, Rath, & Podder, 1995).

By 1947, there were only five universities offering diploma
courses in this discipline.

In 1948, the PhD programme at the University of Delhi
started under the visionary leadership of S.R. Ranganathan.
In 1957, D.B. Krishna Rao became the first scholar to
receive the doctoral degree in library science1, on the
theme “Facet Analysis and Depth Classification of Agricul-
ture”. Currently, 70 universities/institutions in India are
offering PhD degree courses in LIS; the Bibliography of
Doctoral Theses: Social Sciences, published by the Associ-
ation of Indian Universities, is an important source of
information on doctoral theses awarded in LIS in India.
Detailed historical developments relating to education and
research in LIS in India are available in Shera (1976), as well
as, Chandrashekara and Ramasesh (2009).

The Indian Council for Social Science Research, New
Delhi publishes reviews and abstracts in other disciplines,
such as geography, political science, sociology, public
administration, and economics; however, coverage does
not include the LIS discipline. Obviously, LIS has been
neglected as a discipline by the Indian Council for Science
Research in India.

Although there are quite a few attempts to index the
M.Phil./PhD dissertations in LIS, the indexing is fragmented
and incomplete. The Association of Indian Universities (AIU)
regularly publishes the list of theses submitted to various
Indian universities in the University News: AWeekly Journal
of Higher Education, New Delhi. In addition, the National
Social Science Documentation Centre (NASSDOC) has pub-
lished Indian Dissertations Abstract since 1973. Library
Herald (a quarterly publication of the Delhi Library

1 Minendranath Basu, who was awarded PhD degree on the topic
“Museum Methods and the Process of Cleaning and Preservation/
Library Preservation” by the University of Calcutta, Calcutta in
1950 is, in fact, the first scholar to get PhD degree on the theme
relevant to the LIS discipline. Since Mr. Basu did not submit his in
the Library Science Department, the degree awarded to Mr. D.B.
Krishna Rao by the Department of Library and Information Science,
University of Delhi, Delhi is generally considered the first PhD
degree in the Library and Information Science discipline.
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