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Abstract: Meningococcal invasive disease, including the main clinical presentation forms (sepsis
and meningitis), is a severe and potentially lethal infection caused by different serogroups of
Neisseria meningitidis. Meningococcal serogroup B is the most prevalent in Europe. Most cases
occur in children, with a mortality rate of 10% and a risk of permanent sequelae of 20-30%
among survivors.

The highest incidence and case fatality rates are observed in healthy children under 2-3 years
old, followed by adolescents, although it can occur at any age.

With the arrival in Spain of the only available vaccine against meningococcus B, the Advisory
Committee on Vaccines of the Spanish Association of Paediatrics has analysed its preventive
potential in detail, as well as its peculiar administrative situation in Spain.

The purpose of this document is to publish the statement of the Committee as regards this
vaccination and the access to it by the Spanish population, taking into account that it has been
only authorised for people at risk. The vaccine is available free in the rest of Europe for those
who want to acquire it, and in some countries and regions it has been introduced into the
systematic immunisation schedules.

The Committee considers that Bexsero® has a profile of a vaccine to be included in the
official schedules of all the Spanish autonomous communities and insists on the need for it to
be available in pharmacies for its administration in all children older than 2 months.
© 2014 Asociacion Espanola de Pediatria. Published by Elsevier Espafa, S.L.U. All rights
reserved.

Vacunacion frente al meningococo B. Posicionamiento del Comité Asesor de Vacunas
de la Asociacion Espafiola de Pediatria

Resumen La enfermedad meningococica invasora, con sus 2 formas de presentacion prin-
cipales (sepsis y meningitis), es una patologia grave y potencialmente mortal, causada por
distintos serogrupos de Neisseria meningitidis, entre los cuales, actualmente, predomina el
serogrupo B en Europa. La mayoria de los casos se producen en la edad pediatrica, con una
mortalidad aproximada del 10% y un riesgo de secuelas permanentes del 20-30% entre los super-
vivientes. Presenta mayor incidencia y letalidad en nifos sanos menores de 2-3 anos, seguidos

Hasta ahora no se contaba con ningin arma inmunopreventiva contra el meningococo B. Asi,
con la llegada a Espana de la Unica vacuna actualmente disponible, el Comité Asesor de Vacunas
de la Asociacion Espanola de Pediatria (CAV-AEP) ha analizado detalladamente tanto el potencial
preventivo de dicha vacuna, como la situacion peculiar administrativa de la misma en Espafa.
El objetivo de este documento es informar del posicionamiento del CAV-AEP en relacion con
la vacuna frente al meningococo B y el acceso a la misma por parte de la poblacion infantil
espanola, teniendo en cuenta que ha sido autorizada exclusivamente para el uso hospitalario
en personas de riesgo. En Europa, la vacuna si esta disponible en farmacias, incluso incluida en

Este comité considera que Bexsero® presenta un perfil de vacuna a incluir en todos los calen-
darios espanoles y que deberia estar disponible libremente en farmacias para su administracion

© 2014 Asociacion Espanola de Pediatria. Publicado por Elsevier Espana, S.L.U. Todos los dere-
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x?r%:as; de los adolescentes, aunque puede ocurrir a cualquier edad.
calendarios oficiales de algunos paises o regiones.
en todos los nifios mayores de 2 meses.
chos reservados.
Introduction

Invasive meningococcal disease (IMD) is a severe and
potentially fatal pathology caused by various Neisseria
meningitidis serogroups. Currently, the most prevalent type
in Spain and the rest of Europe is serogroup B. The disease
primarily affects children younger than 2 or 3 years, and
until now we lacked an immunopreventive strategy to fight
it.

With the arrival in Spain of the only currently avail-
able vaccine against serogroup B meningococcus (MenB), the
Comité Asesor de Vacunas de la Asociacion Espaiiola de Pedi-
atria (Advisory Committee on Vaccines of the Spanish Asso-
ciation of Paediatrics [CAV-AEP]) has analysed its preventive
potential and seeks to present the peculiar administrative
situation of the vaccine in Spain and the stance of the com-
mittee on this status quo, in order to offer recommendations
for the paediatric population residing in Spain.'
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