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The purpose of this paper is to review the key analytical developments in international trans-boundary water politics 
and to shed light on the important, but overlooked, issue of ecosystems. The scholarship has gained greater breadth 

resulting interests and motives governing water use and allocation. However, it is argued that much of the literature 
is anthropocentric and frames the natural environment through a human lens. This paper calls for more attention to 
the ways in which the analytical framework on trans-boundary water interaction can include ecosystems as legitimate 
users. The paper concludes with some suggestions for future research and policy discussions.
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per cent of the global population using these waters signify the spatial extent that the impacts of trans-boundary water 
 

et al.  

to deliberate the issues of trans-boundary water management through multiple World Water Forums. The Global  

 

management and governance of shared waters. Emerging ideas on water security and the water-energy-food nexus are 
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apolitical analysis.

 
over international trans-boundary river basins and to suggest ways for moving forward to sharpen analysis and its 
policy relevance. In particular, the paper examines the ways in which the politics of access to and allocation of water 

have expanded the breath of analysis. This review is not intended to be comprehensive, but indicative. Another caveat 
is that this paper examines trans-boundary surface waters, though issues of shared aquifers are becoming increasingly 
important. It is then shown how analysis of trans-boundary water politics may be trapped in an anthropocentric  
perspective. While there may be better understanding of power relations between states, it is argued that existing  
analysis is actor-centric, thus framing the natural environment as being subject to human intervention. The paper  
concludes with some suggestions for future research and policy discussions.

 
 
 

theory, have examined the role of agreements, treaties and institutions, providing alternative perspectives to the  
 

it provides an attention-grabbing entry point to policy discussions. For example, controversy over the Ethiopian plans 

the nature of interstate rivalry and diplomatic tensions. The term now serves as a synonym, not only for acute military 

the features and causal relations between water resources and interstate interaction. It is argued that the interaction  
 

Dispute Database showed, through quantitative analysis, that much of the interaction between states does not occur at 
et al. et al.  

water and not merely physical scarcity, water cooperation is largely under-theorised. Importantly, they pointed out that 
 
 
 

context in which the management and governance of water resources are deliberated. The static nature of labelling a 

power dynamics between these actors. Thus, it is productive to focus the analysis on trans-boundary water interactions 

basin management and governance.

 Transboundary water interaction is shaped by and shapes power relations between basin states. As Zeitoun et al. 

both hard and soft power are constantly used in transboundary water interactions. In particular, soft power is effective 
in embedding asymmetrical water allocation in negotiated agreements that reduce the chances for challenging the 
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