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Abstract

In this paper we present an efficient computational and symbolic algorithms for solving a backward tridiagonal linear
systems. The implementation of the algorithm using Computer algebra systems (CAS) such as Maple, Macsyma, Math-
ematica, and Matlab is straightforward. An examples are given in order to illustrate the algorithms.
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1. Introduction

Many problems in mathematics and applied science require the solution of linear systems having a backward
tridiagonal coefficient matrices. This kind of linear system arise in many fields of numerical computation [1,2].

The main goal of the current paper is to develop an efficient algorithms for solving a general backward
tridiagonal linear systems of the form:

AX = Y, (1.1)
where
r o0 0 0 0 a di]
0 0 0 s [25) dz b2
0 0 0 - di b3 O
A= : S (1.2)
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T

X =(x1,x,...,x,) , Y = (yl,yZ,...,yn)T and n > 3.
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A general n X n backward tridiagonal matrix 4 of the form (1.2) can be stored in 3n — 2 memory locations
by using three vectors a = (a1, 4ds,...,ad,-1), b= (by,b3,...,b,),and d = (dy,d>,...,d,). When considering the
system (1.1) it is advantageous to introduce one additional vector = (f,, f,, ..., f,). This vector is related to
the vectors a, b, and d.

The current paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, the main results are given. An illustrative examples
are presented in Section 3. In Section 4, a Conclusion is given.

2. Main results
In this section we are going to formulate a modified computational algorithm and an efficient symbolic

algorithm for solving a general backward tridiagonal linear systems of the form (1.1). To do this we begin
by translate the system (1.1) to the following tridiagonal linear system:

A X =7y, (2.1)
where
[ d, b, 0 0 0 07
an—1 dnfl bnf] 0
0 a2 dn72 bn72
Ay = , (2.2)
0 0 0 ay d2 bz
L O 0 0 0 a d]
Yi=0, Yy 1s---,v) and n > 3.
Now considering the LU decomposition [3] of the matrix 4; in the form:
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