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1. Introduction

Many nonlinear phenomena can be described in terms of nonlinear oscillators. Perhaps one of the most known nonlinear
systems is the simple pendulum (a particle of mass m attached to a wall by a string moving on a surface without friction),
which for small angle oscillations the periodic motion is harmonic; nevertheless, for large oscillations the period depends
on the amplitude [1].

Nonlinear oscillators appear in quantum mechanics, biology, optics, and of course, in classical mechanics. Recently,
a lot of work has been devoted to obtaining approximate analytical solutions to nonlinear oscillators, and their periods
of vibration. A great number of different approaches have been considered to obtain analytical approximations for these
oscillators: the generalized decomposition method (GDM), the linearized harmonic balance procedure (LHB), the homotopy
perturbation method (HPM), the harmonic balanced method (HBM), the Adomian decomposition method, etc. Most of the
above procedures consist in transforming the given second order initial-value problem in an infinite sequence of linear
inhomogeneous second order initial-value problems. A survey of these approaches with a lot of references can be found
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in [2]. But for most cases, the application of these methods leads to very complicated sets of algebraic equations with very
complex nonlinearities. In this paper we consider the use of trigonometrically adapted methods for solving this kind of
problems, but on the basis that an appropriate strategy is used to obtain the value of the involved parameter with great

accuracy.
Consider a nonlinear oscillator whose trajectory x(t) is a solution of Newton’s equation of motion given in the form

Xx=-VVXx) (1)

where the potential-energy function V (x) verifies that f (x) = % for a conservative force f(x). As is commonly used in

classical mechanics the dot stands for the derivative with respect to time. In the above differential equation it could appear
possible constants, that we set equal to one. This does not change in any way the essential features of the solutions [3].
The solutions of this equation may present different behaviors. In case of bounded motion, assuming that the equilibrium
position takes place at x = 0, the amplitude is the largest distance from this equilibrium position. If f (x) does not have a
dominant term proportional to x, then the equation in (1) is named as “truly nonlinear oscillator” [3].

An important feature in case of a periodic solution of a nonlinear oscillator is the period, that is, the smallest real value
T > 0 for which x(t) = X(t + T).

The use of analytical, qualitative, and numerical techniques helps to determine if the solution of a particular problem is
periodic or not. It is important to note that the frequency of the adapted method (the parameter w that will appear later) is
in general different from the angular frequency of the motion 2 = ZT” (see [4]). In this context the accurate determination
of the value for w is of high concern.

In a later section we provide a range of worked examples illustrating different behaviors. We consider two trigonomet-
rically adapted methods of Falkner-type and use these methods with a suitable strategy for the parameter determination to
obtain approximate solutions to the problems. The numerical results show the good performance of the proposed strategy.

2. Some background

In this context it is important to determine whether a given differential equation has periodic solutions or not. For this
purpose it is appropriate to reformulate the differential equation in (1) as a system of two first order equations in the form

x=y, y=f® (2)
where the variables x and y define the phase-space. The equilibrium solutions are of the form
x)=%  y@)=0

where x are constant solutions of f(x) = 0. If we consider initial values x(0) = xg,y(0) = yq, for t > 0 the points
(x(t), y(t)), where x(t) and y(t) are the corresponding solutions of the IVP with equations given in (2), describe a trajectory
in the phase-space. The closed curves in the phase-space plane correspond to periodic solutions. The differential equation
of the trajectories is readily deduced from (2) and is given by [3]

dy _ [0
dx y
Taking initial conditions x(0) = A, y(0) = 0, after integrating we obtain the first integral

1
5y2 + V(@) =V@A) =K
where the constant total energy function is given by H(x, y) = % ¥+ V).
In case of a periodic motion, considering the values on the trajectory with y = 0, which result to be the two values x
and x_ for whichitis V(x,) = V(x_) = K, the period of the motion is given by [5]

T = \/E/X+ & (3)
. JK—V®

and the angular frequency is 2 = sz In a few cases it is possible to solve this integral analytically and to obtain the
exact period. But in most cases only an approximate solution may be found. Several techniques have been devised in the
past to obtain the approximate values based on a perturbation expansion in some small parameter. The Lindstedt-Poincaré
method [6] and the multiple-scale method [7] are some of the techniques that have been used for this kind of problems. For
solving the integral in (3) it is appropriate to make a change of the variable putting [8]
Xt +X_ Xy —X_
x= "+ + = cos 6
2 2

which transforms the above integral on a new one over the interval [0, r]. In general, this integral must be solved numer-
ically.
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