
Data Article

Data in support of poisoning related mortalities
from southern Himachal Pradesh

Shivkant Sharma a, Kuldeep Kumar a, Saurabh Bhargava a,
V.S. Jamwal b, Arun Sharma b, Rajvinder Singh a,n

a Department of Genetics, M.D. University, Rohtak 124001, Haryana, India
b State Forensic Science Laboratory, Junga 171218, Himachal Pradesh, India

a r t i c l e i n f o

Article history:
Received 15 October 2016
Received in revised form
18 March 2017
Accepted 20 April 2017
Available online 29 April 2017

Keywords:
Poisoning
Himachal Pradesh
Shimla
Solan
Sirmaur
Kinnaur
Database

a b s t r a c t

Poisoning has always been pointed as one of the leading causes of
human death throughout the world. Despite the best efforts made by
many research institutes, the worldwide true figure on mortalities
with poisoning could never be achieved due to many reasons. One of
the main reasons is the unavailability of complete database from the
rural and catchment areas of the world where these types of inci-
dents are usual. People can be made aware about this problem by
presenting data articles on regular basis, therefore to mark a resource
document these data should be regularly up-dated. The current data
report is a briefing of types and trends of chemical poisoning
amongst human in southern hilly region of Himachal Pradesh (HP),
India. This research database is an outcome of five year retrospective
study based on assessment of records pertaining human deaths
associated with poisoning occurred in southern Himachal Pradesh,
and reported at State Forensic Science Laboratory (SFSL), Junga dur-
ing 2010-14. Cases where ethyl alcohol was detected have been put
under exclusion criterion. All the cases were reviewed and sum-
marized in terms of yearly and monthly frequency of reports wrap-
ping important information portraying the involvement of gender,
age, locality, types of poison, and mode of death in the poisoning
incidents. Review of these scientific reports showed some notable
figures having a direct concern with public and legal domains to
promote risk reduction and prevention of chemical poisonings.
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Specifications Table

Subject area Forensic Science
More specific
subject area

Toxicology

Type of data Figure and Tables
How data was
acquired

Surveyed at SFSL, Junga (HP) with kind permission of authority.

Data format Filtered and analyzed
Experimental
factors

Nil

Experimental
features

Experimental design included tabulation of frequency in number and per-
centile of occurrence of factors based on different epidemiological parameters.

Data source
location

Himachal Pradesh (30° 22.40 N to 33° 12.40 N latitude and 75° 45.55E to 79°
04.20E longitude).

Data accessibility Data are available with this article.

Value of the data

� Routine monitoring of deaths due to poisoning is an essential exercise to refreshing the database
from all corners of the world. So, the current data become of high value as not much literature is
available on chemical poisoning in human from HP.

� The data provided here is first of its kind information for readers to fully understand types and
trends of poisoning prevailing in this part of the world.

� The information contained in this data report is intended for general use to assist public knowledge
and research as well. These data are also a source of information for the state and native poison
control centres and many other institutes to conduct research and strategize to deal this type of
problem.

1. Data

Due to easy availability, the use of chemical poisons has remained one of the most common ways
of ending human lives by any mode of death. Large numbers of people die every year due to poi-
soning, especially acute pesticide poisoning [1]. A very high number of fatalities also occur in India
due to poisoning [2–6]. A concise piece of information on poisoning is available from HP [7–11].
Therefore, the data provided in this article explored some significant inferences on mortalities
associated with poisoning from southern HP. This data is limited only to those cases which were
registered by the law enforcement agencies from Shimla, Solan, Sirmaur and Kinnaur districts situ-
ated in the southern region of HP (Fig. 1). All related particulars were obtained from First Information
Report (FIR), Post-mortem Report (PMR), and Toxicology reports.

2. Experimental design, materials and methods

The mountainous state of Himachal Pradesh is situated in the western Himalayan region of India. It
comprises an area of 55,673 square kilometres divided into 12 districts which are further grouped
into three divisions namely Shimla, Kangra and Mandi. The division of Shimla controls Shimla, Kin-
naur, Sirmaur and Solan districts located in the southern region of this state. This division is a habitat
of �29% of total population and same coverage of geographical area of the state. These four districts
come under the jurisdiction of SFSL established in Junga town. Post-mortem samples including blood,
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