
Comparison of methods for measuring porosity of porous paving
mixtures

William D. Martin a,⇑, Bradley J. Putman b

aGeneral Engineering, 104 Holtzendorff Hall, Clemson, SC 29634, USA
bGlenn Department of Civil Engineering, Clemson University, Clemson, SC 29634, USA

h i g h l i g h t s

� The method used to test porosity in porous pavements has a measurable impact.
� The largest difference between two methods was approximately 3–5%.
� The measurement of the sample’s volume contributes significantly to differences.
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a b s t r a c t

The porosity of porous paving mixtures is critical to their performance and is a commonly measured
parameter. However, as there are a number of methods to measure the porosity of a specimen, this
research addressed how these different methods compared to one another and identified where differ-
ences in measurements arose. The four methods tested were the Corelok, Montes et al., vacuum, and
image analysis methods (listed in order of increasing porosity measurements for the same specimens).
All four methods, as well as variations of methods, were found to be statistically different except for
the vacuum and image analysis methods. The Corelok method measured lower porosity values than
the soak/tap and vacuum methods due to how the total specimen volume was measured, though once
the difference in volume was accounted for, it fell between those two methods. The soak/tap and vacuum
methods measured similar porosities for higher porosity samples (>25%), but due to the efficiency of the
vacuum at removing entrapped air pockets from smaller voids, the vacuum method recorded higher
porosity values for specimens that had lower porosity (<25%).

� 2016 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Porous pavements are often used as an alternative to conven-
tional pavements due to their higher porosity and permeability.
Allowing stormwater to drain through the pavement instead of
across it reduces runoff quantity, thereby reducing flooding
conditions downstream and increasing ground water recharge,
and improves runoff quality [3,4,5,6]. Introduction of such material
to a project can potentially cut construction costs by eliminating
the need for larger storm sewers, catch basins and curbs [15]. Addi-
tionally, porous pavement has a significant safety impact as they
reduce both hydroplaning and visibility issues such as splash and
spray [8,14].

Porosity is a material property that is critical to the proper func-
tion of porous pavements. The hydraulic conductivity and clogging

characteristics are both strongly dependent on porosity. Porous
pavement materials actually have two porosity values. The first
is the total porosity or the fraction of the volume of all the voids
divided by the total volume of a pavement. The second is the
effective porosity, which is the fraction of the volume of the voids
that are accessible divided by the total volume. The effective poros-
ity is often the controlling value for hydraulic behavior, since the
inaccessible voids cannot contribute to water storage or flow.

There are a number of different porosity measurement methods
that are commonly used or have been proposed for use. While the
different methods all are trying to measure the porosity, because
they measure the volume of voids or the total volume of the
specimens differently, the method used will have an impact on
the measured porosity value. The objective of this research was
to quantify how four different porosity testing methods compare
to each other and how the results of each method were correlated.
The four methods studied were:
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� Corelok – The Corelok method measures the effective porosity
and is based on the vacuum sealing method outlined in ASTM
D7063/D7063M [2]. It is primarily for bituminous pavement
mixes, but its scope does cover other materials including con-
crete cylinders.

� Montes et al. [11] – The Montes et al. [11] method was devel-
oped specifically to measure the effective porosity of porous
pavement and is based off of the basic theory of porosity. It uses
direct measurement of the specimen dimensions to calculate
the total specimen volume and a water bath to determine the
volume of voids.

� Vacuum – The vacuum method is similar to the Montes et al.
[11] method, except that a vacuum is used to remove any
entrapped air from the specimen prior to the water bath.

� Image analysis – This is the most different of the four methods
as it uses a 2-dimensional image of the pavement specimen to
calculate an areal porosity to approximate the spatial porosity.

2. Experimental materials and methods

To achieve the objectives of this study, the porosity of 230
porous paving mixture specimens from seven different projects
were measured using the four different methods. The porous
paving mixture types evaluated in this study included porous
asphalt, pervious concrete, and porous rubber pavement material
as indicated in Table 1. The specimens included both field cores
and lab produced specimens.

The four different methods that were used to measure the
porosity of porous paving mixture specimens in this study were
the Corelok method (ASTM D7063), Montes et al. method (soak
and soak/tap versions), vacuum method, and image analysis
method.

2.1. Corelok method

The first method was the vacuum sealing method outlined in
ASTM D7063 [1]. The specimen was vacuum sealed, using the
Corelok� vacuum sealer, inside a bag having a mass, B, and then
submerged underwater and weighed both sealed, E, and unsealed,
C. The porosity, U, was found as

U ¼ SG2� SG1
SG2

� 100 ð1Þ

Bulk specific gravity ¼ SG1 ¼ A
B� E� B�A

FT

ð2Þ

Apparent specific gravity ¼ SG2 ¼ A
B� C � B�A

FT1

ð3Þ

where A is the dry mass of the specimen and FT and FT1 are the
apparent specific gravity of the plastic sealing material when sealed
and unsealed, respectively.

This method was originally developed to determine the effec-
tive porosity and air void content of bituminous paving mixtures
and has been recommended for measuring the porosity of porous
pavement.

2.2. Montes et al. [11] method

The Montes et al. [11] method was developed specifically for
porous pavement and is based on the basic theory of porosity. First,
the dry weight, Wdry, and the volume, V, of the specimen is
recorded. The volume was calculated for the specimens by measur-
ing the height, H, in four different locations and the diameter, D, in
three different locations on the top and bottom (six total Ta
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