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Abstract 

We assessed transgenerational effects of maternal traumatic exposure, posttraumatic stress 

symptoms and posttraumatic stress disorder on trauma-related symptoms in Cambodian 

offspring born after the genocidal Khmer Rouge Regime.  We conducted a randomized cross-

sectional study. N = 378 mothers from 4 provinces of the country and one of each of their 

grown-up children were interviewed. Lifetime traumatic exposure was determined using a 

context-adapted event list. Present posttraumatic stress symptoms and a potential 

posttraumatic stress disorder were assessed using the civilian version of the Posttraumatic 

Stress Disorder Checklist. We found no indication of transgenerational effects that were 

directly related to maternal traumatic exposure, posttraumatic stress symptoms or 

posttraumatic stress disorder. Instead, a gender-specific moderating effect was found. 
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