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ABSTRACT 

Serotonergic neurotransmission dysfunctions have been well documented in patients with suicidal behaviour. We 

investigated monoamine oxidase A (MAOA: rs2064070, rs6323, rs909525) and B(MAOB: rs1799836, rs2311013, 

rs2205655) genetic modulation of personality traits (Temperament and Character Inventory, TCI) as endophenotype for 

suicidal behaviour. 108 suicide attempters and 286 healthy controls of German origin were screened. Among females, 

allelic analyses revealed associations between MAOA rs6323 A allele and higher Harm Avoidance in suicide attempters 

and MAOB rs2205655 A allele and higher Cooperativeness scores in healthy controls. Among males, MAOA rs909525 

A allele was associated with higher Reward Dependence in suicide attempters. Multivariate analyses controlling for age 
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