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Abstract 

There is scant evidence that the verbal cognitive deficits observed in patients with psychosis 

are related to auditory verbal hallucinations. The understanding of metaphors and idiomatic 

expressions was investigated in a cohort of 90 patients with active psychosis, and in 44 

healthy controls. The Psychotic Symptom Rating Scales (PSYRATS: verbal hallucinations 

subscale) was used to measure the current verbal hallucinations episode; a subscore of the 

Launay-Slade Hallucination Scale was used to measure long-term propensity to auditory 

verbal hallucination-like experiences (HLEs) in the sample. The concurrent influence of 

education, IQ, and cognitive functioning in memory, attention, fluency, and processing speed 

on metaphor and idioms processing was investigated. Patients performed worse than healthy 
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