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Abstract 

Psychiatric inpatients are at heightened risk for suicide, and evidence suggests that psychiatric 

inpatients with bipolar mood disorders may be at greater risk for suicide ideation compared to 

those with non-bipolar mood disorders. There is a paucity of research directly comparing risk 

factors for suicide ideation in bipolar versus non-bipolar mood disorders in an inpatient 

sample. The current study sought to clarify the role of two constructs from the interpersonal 

theory of suicide (i.e., perceived burdensomeness and thwarted belongingness) in leading to 

suicide ideation among psychiatric inpatients with bipolar and non-bipolar mood disorders. 

Participants were (N = 90) psychiatric inpatients with a bipolar (n = 20) or non-bipolar mood 

disorder (n = 70; per their medical charts). Perceived burdensomeness, but not thwarted 
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