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Abstract 

Suppression of aversive memories through memory control has historically been proposed 

as a central psychological defense mechanism. Inability to suppress memories is 

considered a central psychological trait in several psychiatric disorders, including 

generalized anxiety disorder (GAD). Yet, few studies have attempted the focused 

identification of dysfunctional brain activation profiles when patients with generalized 

anxiety disorders attempt memory control. Using a well-characterized behavioral paradigm 

we studied brain activation profiles in a group of adult GAD patients and well-matched 

healthy controls (HC). Participants learned word-association pairs before imaging. During 

fMRI when presented with one word of the pair, they were instructed to either suppress 

memory of, or retrieve the paired word. Subsequent behavioral testing indicated both GAD 
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