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Abstract

Obsessive-compulsive personality (OCPD) disorder is characterized by a pattern of
excessive self-control, perfectionism and behavioral and cognitive rigidity. Despite the fact
that OCPD is the most common personality disorder in the general population, published
studies looking at the brain correlates of this disorder are practically nonexistent. The main
goal of this study was to analyze the presence of brain alterations in OCPD when compared
to healthy controls, specifically at the level of the Default Mode Network (DMN). The DMN
is a well-established resting state network which was found to be associated with
psychological processes that may play a key role in OCPD (e.g., self-awareness, episodic
future thinking and mental simulation). Ten individuals diagnosed with OCPD and ten
healthy controls underwent a clinical assessment interview and a resting-state functional
magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) acquisition. The results show that OCPD patients
presented an increased functional connectivity in the precuneus (i.e., a posterior node of the

DMN), known to be involved in the retrieval manipulation of past events in order to solve
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