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Editor’s Note: 

This paper was developed from a panel delivered by the authors titled “Conducting Cross-

Cultural Art Therapy Internationally: Ethical Implications” at the American Art Therapy 

Association Annual Conference in San Antonio, TX on 12 July 2014. 
 

Highlights 

 nternational art therapy collaborations entail: 

 self-reflexivity, decolonizing approach to cultural competence, and supervision 

 attention to culturally appropriate studio environment, materials, creative processes 

 accountability through long term commitment, and respectful power sharing  

Abstract 

Art therapists are increasingly offering their services in international contexts.  Although usually 

altruistic in nature, unexamined practices can result in detrimental consequences to both the 
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