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Highlights 

 International assessment data such as PISA are now widely used by economists, but the 

complex survey and test design of such studies remain poorly understood. 

 We describe in detail key elements of the PISA study, and the implications this has for 

secondary analyses of these data. 

 Our replication case study, based upon Lavy (2015), illustrates the impact that ignoring these 

features has upon one particularly interesting set of empirical results.  
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