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Highlight 

 Epistemic belief significantly affected users’ decision to share online health rumors.  

 Textual rumors were shared more often than pictorial ones.  

 The decision to share was no different between true and false rumors as well as 

between dread and wish rumors. 

 

Abstract 

Objectives: This paper investigates the role of epistemic belief in affecting Internet users’ 

decision to share online health rumors. To delve deeper, it examines how the characteristics 

of rumors—true or false, textual or pictorial, dread or wish—shape the decision-making 

among epistemologically naïve and robust users separately. 

Methods: An experiment was conducted. Responses were obtained from 110 participants, 

who were exposed to eight rumors. This yielded 880 cases (110 participants x 8 rumors) for 

statistical analyses. 

Results: Epistemologically naive participants were more likely to share online health rumors 

than epistemologically robust individuals. Epistemologically robust participants were more 

likely to share textual rumors than pictorial ones. However, there were no differences 
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