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Abstract 

Youth’s transition out of high school is a complex process that is informed by youth’s awareness 

of available opportunities and resources, social norms, and social belonging and responsibility. 

Using a quasi-experimental design, this study examined the educational and career adjustment 

(i.e., college attendance status, post-secondary education type, work status, and work quality) of 

Mexican-origin siblings who made the transition out of high school before (i.e., 2005 or earlier) 

or during the economic recession (i.e., 2007 or after). Participants were 246 Mexican-origin 

mothers, fathers, older siblings (50% female; 38% U.S. born), and younger siblings (51% 
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