
Author’s Accepted Manuscript

The Long-Run Effects of Missionary Orders in
Mexico

Maria Waldinger

PII: S0304-3878(16)30116-X
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2016.12.010
Reference: DEVEC2120

To appear in: Journal of Development Economics

Received date: 16 December 2015
Revised date: 17 December 2016
Accepted date: 28 December 2016

Cite this article as: Maria Waldinger, The Long-Run Effects of Missionary
Orders in Mexico, Journal of Development Economics,
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2016.12.010

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for
publication. As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of
the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and
review of the resulting galley proof before it is published in its final citable form.
Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered which
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

www.elsevier.com

http://www.elsevier.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2016.12.010
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2016.12.010


The Long-Run E�ects of Missionary

Orders in Mexico

Maria Waldinger∗

January 4, 2017

Abstract

This paper examines the long-run e�ects of di�erent Catholic missionary

orders in colonial Mexico on educational outcomes and Catholicism. The main

missionary orders in colonial Mexico were all Catholic, but they belonged

to di�erent monastic traditions and adhered to di�erent values. Mendicant

orders were committed to poverty and sought to reduce social inequality in

colonial Mexico by educating the native population. The Jesuit order, by

contrast, focused educational e�orts on the colony's elite in the city centers,

rather than on the native population in rural mission areas. Using a newly

constructed data set of the locations of 1,145 missions in colonial Mexico,

I test whether long-run development outcomes di�er among areas that had

Mendicant missions, Jesuit missions, or no missions. Results indicate that

areas with historical Mendicant missions have higher present-day literacy rates,

and higher rates of educational attainment at primary, secondary and post-

secondary levels than regions without a mission. Results show that the share

of Catholics is higher in regions where Catholic missions of any kind were

a historical present. Additional results suggest that missionaries may have

a�ected long-term development by impacting people's access to and valuation

of education.
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