Accepted Manuscript

Witchcraft Beliefs and the Erosion of Social Capital: Evidence from Sub-
Saharan Africaand Beyond

Boris Gershman

PIl: S0304-3878(15)00131-5

DOI: doi: 10.1016/).jdeveco.2015.11.005
Reference: DEVEC 2039

To appear in: Journal of Development Economics

Received date: 4 April 2015
Revised date: 26 November 2015
Accepted date: 28 November 2015

Please cite this article as: Gershman, Boris, Witchcraft Beliefs and the Erosion of So-
cial Capital: Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa and Beyond, Journal of Development
Economics (2015), doi: 10.1016/j.jdeveco.2015.11.005

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.


http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2015.11.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jdeveco.2015.11.005

Witcheraft Beliefs and the Erosion of Social Capital:

Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa and Beyond*

Boris Gershman

American University

November 2015

Abstract

This paper examines the relationship between witchcraft beliefs, a deep-rooted cultural
phenomenon, and various elements of social capital. Using novel survey data from nine-
teen countries in Sub-Saharan Africa we establish a robust negative association between the
prevalence of witchcraft beliefs and multiple measures of trust which holds after accounting
for country fixed effects and potential confounding factors at the individual, regional, and
ethnic-group levels. This finding extends to other metrics of social capital, namely chari-
table giving and participation in religious group activities. Such coexistence of witchcraft
beliefs and antisocial attitudes stands in stark contrast to a well-explored alternative cultural
equilibrium characterized by religious prosociality. Evidence from societies beyond Africa
shows that in preindustrial communities where witchcraft is believed to be an important
cause of illness, mistrust and other antisocial traits are inculcated since childhood. Further-
more, second-generation immigrants in Europe originating from countries with widespread

witchcraft beliefs are generally less trusting.

Keywords: Culture, Persistence, Social capital, Superstition, Trust, Witchcraft

JEL Classification Numbers: 010, 210, 212, 713

*I am grateful to Nathan Nunn and two anonymous referees for their valuable advice. I also thank
seminar and conference participants at American University, Bilkent University, Middle East Technical
University, Queen’s University Belfast, University of Sussex, 2014 conference on deep-rooted factors in
comparative economic development at Brown University, 2014 ASREC conference at Chapman University,
and 2014 Warwick Summer Workshop in Economic Growth. A special thanks goes to the Pew Forum on
Religion and Public Life for sharing their data. James Fenske, Noel Johnson, Mary Hansen, Mark Koyama,
Nippe Lagerlof, and Stelios Michalopoulos contributed useful comments. Ivanova Reyes and Diego Rivera
provided excellent research assistance. This paper was partly written while the author was visiting the
Department of Economics at the University of Warwick which I thank for the hospitality.

TDepartment of Economics, American University, 4400 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Washington, DC
20016-8029 (e-mail: boris.gershman@american.edu).



Download English Version:

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/5094289

Download Persian Version:

https://daneshyari.com/article/5094289

Daneshyari.com


https://daneshyari.com/en/article/5094289
https://daneshyari.com/article/5094289
https://daneshyari.com

