
 

Accepted Manuscript

Does one size fit all? The impact of cognitive skills on economic
growth

Nadir Altinok , Abdurrahman Aydemir

PII: S0164-0704(16)30171-9
DOI: 10.1016/j.jmacro.2017.06.007
Reference: JMACRO 2962

To appear in: Journal of Macroeconomics

Received date: 13 November 2016
Revised date: 12 June 2017
Accepted date: 27 June 2017

Please cite this article as: Nadir Altinok , Abdurrahman Aydemir , Does one size fit all?
The impact of cognitive skills on economic growth, Journal of Macroeconomics (2017), doi:
10.1016/j.jmacro.2017.06.007

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service
to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and
all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jmacro.2017.06.007
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jmacro.2017.06.007


ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T

Does one size fit all?  

The impact of cognitive skills on economic growth 
 

 

Nadir Altinok and Abdurrahman Aydemir
 1

,
2
 

 

This version: 09/06/2017 

 

Abstract 

 

This paper tests for heterogeneous effects of cognitive skills on economic growth 

across countries. Using a new extended dataset on cognitive skills and controlling for 

potential endogeneity, we find that the magnitude of the effect is about 60% higher 

for low-income countries compared to high-income countries, and it more than 

doubles when low TFP countries are compared to high TFP countries. There are also 

marked differences across geographic regions. Using data on the share of the 

population with advanced and minimum skill levels, our results also indicate that 

high-income countries should focus on increasing the number of high skilled human 

capital, while countries from Sub-Saharan Africa would benefit more by investing in 

the development of basic skills.  
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