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Abstract

The relative return to strategies that augment inputs versus those that reduce

inefficiencies remains a key open question for education policy in low-income

countries. Using a new nationally-representative panel dataset of schools across

1297 villages in India, we show that the large public investments in educa-

tion over the past decade have led to substantial improvements in input-based

measures of school quality, but only a modest reduction in inefficiency as mea-

sured by teacher absence. In our data, 23.6% of teachers were absent during

unannounced school visits, and we estimate that the salary cost of unautho-

rized teacher absence is $1.5 billion/year. We find two robust correlations in

the nationally-representative panel data that corroborate findings from smaller-

IAcknowledgments: We thank Julie Cullen, Gordon Dahl, Deon Filmer, Roger Gordon,
Gordon Hanson, Michael Kremer, Paul Niehaus, and Adam Wagstaff for useful comments.
We thank the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation for financial support for the data collection
and analysis through grant number OPP59728. Additional funds for data collection were
made available by the Governance Partnership Facility grant provided through the Human
Development Network of the World Bank. We are grateful to Pratap Bhanu Mehta and
the Center for Policy Research, New Delhi for hosting the project and providing logistical
support and infrastructure. We thank Sreela Dasgupta, Anvesha Khandelwal, and L. Ravi
for project management support, and Monisha Ashok, Jack Liebersohn, Prerna Mukharya,
Suzanne Plant, and Anand Shukla for outstanding research assistance. The project would
not have been possible without the efforts of Charu Sheela, Trilok Sisodiya, AV Surya, K.
Venugopal, and other staff of the Social and Rural Research Institute (SRI) in New Delhi
who oversaw the field work and primary data collection. The findings, interpretations, and
conclusions expressed in this paper are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent
the views of any of the organizations that the authors are affiliated with, or the view of the
World Bank, its Executive Directors or the countries they represent.

∗Corresponding author
Email addresses: kamurali@ucsd.edu (Karthik Muralidharan), jdas1@worldbank.org

(Jishnu Das), aholla@worldbank.org (Alaka Holla), amohpal@umich.edu (Aakash Mohpal)

Preprint submitted to Journal of Public Economics November 14, 2016



Download English Version:

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/5101830

Download Persian Version:

https://daneshyari.com/article/5101830

Daneshyari.com

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/5101830
https://daneshyari.com/article/5101830
https://daneshyari.com

