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Abstract

This paper provides empirical evidence regarding the ¢ausal effects that up-
grading slum dwellings has on the living conditions of the extremely poor.
In particular, we study the impact of providing better houses in situ to slum
dwellers in El Salvador, Mexico and Urtiguay,” We experimentally evaluate
the impact of a housing project run by theNGO TECHO (“roof”), which pro-
vides basic pre-fabricated houses to 'members of extremely poor population
groups in Latin America. The main“objective of the program is to improve
household well-being. Our findings show that better houses have a positive
effect on overall housing€onditions and general well-being: the members of
treated households are happier with their quality of life. In two countries,
we also document improvements in children’s health; in El Salvador, slum
dwellers who hayé zeceived the TECHO houses also feel that they are safer.

*Galiani:/Depattament of Economics, University of Maryland, and NBER. (correspond-
ing authorje-mail; galianiQecon.umd.edu); Gertler: Haas UCB, and NBER; Undurraga:
NYU Wagner; Cooper: JPAL; Martinez: IADB; Ross: Gates Foundation. We are grate-
ful tof Andrés Drenik, Fernando Callorda, Marfa Lucia Yanguas and Ivédn Torre for their
skillful research assistance. We are also thankful for the very useful comments received
at various seminars and conferences as well as from two anonymous referees. Finally, we
appreciate the compromise of TECHO volunteers on implementation efforts, especially to
Pizus Calderén, Claudio Castro, Julius Durdn, Marcelo Lanfranconi, Juan Pablo Lare-
nas, Cynthia Pérez, Maxi Pérez, Maria Pia Pirelli, Leti Rayas, Damian Rivero, Mariana
Vazquez Del Mercado, Vane Velazquez, and Agustin Wolff. Financial support was pro-
vided by the International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie), the Economic and Social
Research Council (ESRC), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the World
Bank.

Preprint submitted to Journal of Urban Economics November 16, 2016



Download English Version:

https://daneshyari.com/en/article/5101958

Download Persian Version:

https://daneshyari.com/article/5101958

Daneshyari.com


https://daneshyari.com/en/article/5101958
https://daneshyari.com/article/5101958
https://daneshyari.com

