Author’s Accepted Manuscript

%
FLSeviER

OUR

- |LAB
E

Early Skill Formation and the Efficiency of
Parental Investment: A Randomized Controlled | == S
Trial of Home Visiting

Orla Doyle, Colm Harmon, James J. Heckman,
Caitriona Logue, Seong Hyeok Moon

ScienceDirect
"

www.elsevier.com

PII: S0927-5371(16)30308-6
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.1abeco.2016.11.002
Reference: LABECO1508

To appear in:  Labour Economics

Received date: 31 December 2015
Revised date: 30 September 2016
Accepted date: 10 November 2016

Cite this article as: Orla Doyle, Colm Harmon, James J. Heckman, Caitrion
Logue and Seong Hyeok Moon, Early Skill Formation and the Efficiency o
Parental Investment: A Randomized Controlled Trial of Home Visiting, Labou
Economics, http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.1abeco.2016.11.002

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted fo
publication. As a service to our customers we are providing this early version o
the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, an
review of the resulting galley proof before it is published in its final citable forn
Please note that during the production process errors may be discovered whic
could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain


http://www.elsevier.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.labeco.2016.11.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.labeco.2016.11.002

Early Skill Formation and the Efficiency of Parental Investment: A Randomized

Controlled Trial of Home Visiting™

Orla Doyle®, Colm Harmon”, James J. Heckman®, Caitriona Logue®*, Seong Hyeok Moon®

* UCD School of Economics & UCD Geary Institute for Public Policy, University College
Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland (orla.doyle@ucd.ie ).

® School of Economics H04 - Merewether Building, The University of Sydney NSW 2006,
Australia, and Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA) (colm.harmon@sydney.edu.au).

¢ Department of Economics, The University of Chicago, 1126 E. 59th Street Chicago, IL
60637, USA, and Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA) (jjh@uchicago.edu).

4UCD School of Economics, University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland, and The
Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI) (caitriona.logue@esri.ie).

¢ Center for the Economics of Human Development, The University of Chicago, 1126 E. 59th
Street Chicago, IL 60637, USA (seonghmoon@gmail.com).

Abstract

This paper presents evidence on early skill formation and parental investment
using an experimentally designed, home visiting program targeting
disadvantaged Irish families. Program effects from pregnancy to 18 months are
estimated using measures of parenting and child cognitive, noncognitive and
physical development. Permutation testing, a stepdown procedure, and inverse
probability weighting are applied to account for small sample size, multiple
hypothesis testing, and attrition. The program’s impact is concentrated on
parental behaviors and the home environment with small to moderate effect
sizes found. Deficits in parenting skills can be offset within a relatively short
timeframe, yet continued investment may be required to observe child effects.
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