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Highlights

e Changes in the relationship between social background and graduation from degree programs
with higher occupational returns in Italy are investigated

e An increased association between social background and graduation from more rewarding fields
of study is found

e  The growth of horizontal inequalities is mainly due to socially stratified graduation patterns from
the social sciences and medicine

e A more pronounced increase in class-based inequalities occurred after the implementation of the
‘Bologna process’

Abstract

In this article we investigate whether, in Italy, social background is related to graduation from
more rewarding fields of study and if horizontal inequalities in higher education changed before
and after the ‘Bologna process’. We analyse fields of study (FoS) as a categorical variable, as well
as a quantitative variable measuring the expected returns in terms of probability of entering the
upper classes (net of unemployment risks). We use five cross-sectional waves of the Italian
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