
Accepted Manuscript

Title: Societal and personal concerns, their associations with
stress, and the implications for progress and the future

Authors: Melanie Randle, Richard Eckersley, Leonie Miller

PII: S0016-3287(16)30346-9
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.futures.2017.07.004
Reference: JFTR 2235

To appear in:

Received date: 29-11-2016
Revised date: 24-7-2017
Accepted date: 24-7-2017

Please cite this article as: Melanie Randle, Richard Eckersley, Leonie Miller, Societal
and personal concerns, their associations with stress, and the implications for progress
and the future, Futureshttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2017.07.004

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication.
As a service to our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript.
The manuscript will undergo copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof
before it is published in its final form. Please note that during the production process
errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all legal disclaimers that
apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.futures.2017.07.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2017.07.004


1 

 

Societal and personal concerns, their associations with stress, and the implications for progress 

and the future 

 

 

Melanie Randle1, Richard Eckersley2 and Leonie Miller3 

 

1Australian Health Services Research Institute, School of Management, Operations and Marketing, 

Faculty of Business, University of Wollongong, Northfields Ave, Wollongong NSW 2500 Australia. 

mrandle@uow.edu.au.  

2Australia21 Ltd, 23 Garland Rd, Bundanoon, NSW 5278, Australia. 

richard@richardeckersley.com.au  

3School of Psychology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Wollongong, Northfields Ave, 

Wollongong NSW 2500 Australia. leoniem@uow.edu.au.  

*Correspondence should be addressed to Melanie Randle, University of Wollongong, Northfields 

Ave, Wollongong, NSW 2522, Australia (e-mail: mrandle@uow.edu.au). 

 

 

Highlights 

 

 Concern with a range of personal and societal issues was examined in four nations 

 Personal issues of greatest concern were health, wellbeing and financial issues  

 Societal issues causing greatest concern were social and political issues 

 Both sets of concerns, but especially personal, predict perceived personal stress 
 

Abstract 

A survey of more than 2,000 people in four countries examined levels of concern across 19 personal 

and 23 societal issues. On average, 49% were moderately or seriously concerned about the personal 

issues, with health, wellbeing and financial concerns topping the ranking. Country differences were 

small, but generational differences were substantial. An average of 58% of Generation Y were 

moderately or seriously concerned, compared to 35% of Pre-boomers, with significant differences for 

14 of the 19 issues. In terms of societal issues, an average of 41% were moderately or seriously 
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