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Abstract 

 
This study analyses recent disaster management and climate change policies in Bangladesh, 

evaluating the ways in which they do, and do not, take households’ social networks into account.  The 

analysis of the policy documents is qualitative: drawing out explicit themes and implicit 

acknowledgements through close reading of the text.  The evaluation of their treatment of households' 

social networks is based on a combination of field research, including disaster practitioner and 

policymaker interviews, meetings with local journalists and local government officials, and NGO 

workshops, and a review of the literature. The findings show that despite the importance of social 

networks in disaster resilience and recovery, these networks are not given adequate emphasis in 

government policies. Organisations’ linking social networks (i.e. governments’ links with foreign 

states, donors, and others) are emphasised in policies, but households’ bonding networks (households’ 

relationships with immediate family members and relatives), bridging networks (households’ 

relationships with neighbours and friends), and their local linking relationships (notably with NGOs 

and local government) are largely ignored. This study argues that existing disaster management 

policies should be revised, with substantial local community input, to better leverage local social 

capital. 
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1. Introduction: the disaster problem and social networks  

 

Local social networks are a vital contributor to community resilience and recovery from 

disasters (Daniel P Aldrich, 2010; Hawkins & Maurer, 2010; Islam & Walkerden, 2014, & 

2015; LaLone, 2012; Minamoto, 2010). Local social networks played a critical role in 

responses to Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans, where they were central to the first responses 

to its impacts, and to local recovery efforts (Airriess, Li, Leong, Chen, & Keith, 2008). 
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