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a  b  s  t  r  a  c  t

Dendrimers  are  novel  three  dimensional,  hyperbranched  globular  nanopolymeric  archi-
tectures. Attractive  features  like  nanoscopic  size,  narrow  polydispersity  index,  excellent
control  over  molecular  structure,  availability  of multiple  functional  groups  at the periphery
and cavities  in  the  interior  distinguish  them  amongst  the  available  polymers.  Applications
of  dendrimers  in a large  variety  of  fields  have  been  explored.  Drug  delivery  scientists  are
especially  enthusiastic  about  possible  utility  of  dendrimers  as  drug  delivery  tool.  Termi-
nal functionalities  provide  a platform  for  conjugation  of  the drug  and  targeting  moieties.  In
addition,  these  peripheral  functional  groups  can  be employed  to tailor-make  the  properties
of  dendrimers,  enhancing  their versatility.  The  present  review  highlights  the  contribution
of  dendrimers  in  the  field  of  nanotechnology  with  intent  to aid the  researchers  in  exploring
dendrimers  in  the  field  of  drug  delivery.

© 2013 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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