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a b s t r a c t

A novel and highly efficient cascade synthesis of spirooxindole d-lactone derivatives from N-aryl hy-
droxymethylacrylamides and xanthates in good yields is described. The reaction proceeds through
a radical addition/cyclization and ester exchange, in which two new CeC bonds and one CeO bond were
formed.

� 2015 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The spirooxindoles are among the most privileged scaffolds in
medicinal chemistry.1,2 Thus, numerous effective methods, in-
cluding formal cycloaddition,3 organocascade,4 Prins cyclization,5

and multicomponent reactions,6 have been developed for the
synthesis of diversely structured spirooxindoles. For example,
Huang et al. disclosed that spirooxazolines could be synthesized
from ynones and isatins using phosphine-catalyzed system.4f Zhu
and co-workers reported a palladium-catalyzed oxidative carbo-
heterofunctionalization of alkenes for the preparation of azaspir-
ooxindoles.12c Very recently, Tu’s group succeeded construction of
spiro[indoline-3,20-pyrrole] framework via catalytic asymmetric
1,3-dipolar cycloadditions of isatin-derived azomethine ylide with
allenes.3g All of these methods result in a different class of spi-
rocyclic oxindoles.7,8 However, to the best of our knowledge, there
is only one report on the synthesis of spirooxindole d-lactones
(Scheme 1, Eq. 1),9 though d-lactone is vital and useful subunit in
many bioactive natural products.10

Nowadays, the cascade reaction has received much attention
because the ability to undertake more than one synthetic step in
a reaction vessel represents a useful method for saving time and
energy, as well as for reducing the use of organic solvents in the
purification the intermediates.11 Thus, the cascade reaction has

been used as a powerful tool for building up diversity bioactive
compounds. Even so, a cascade synthesis of spirooxindole de-
rivatives employing acrylamides with other reactants have scarcely
been reported.12

Xanthate-based radical addition reactions developed by Zard
and co-workers are powerful tools for the construction CeC bonds
without utilizing potentially toxic metal agents.13 It is well known
that the intermediates generated by xanthate based radical re-
actions can be readily trapped by alkenes. Inspired by Lu’s work and
as part of our ongoing program to explore efficient methodologies
for synthesize heterocyclic compounds,14 we report herein a novel

Scheme 1. Design of new approach for spirooxindole d-lactones.
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transition-metal-free tandem radical cyclization of olefinic amides
with xanthates to the construction of highly functionalized spi-
rooxindole d-lactones under mild conditions, in which two new
CeC bonds and one CeO bond were formed. (Scheme 1, Eq. 2).

2. Results and discussion

Initially, the starting material 2-hydroxymethyl-N-methyl-N-
phenylacrylamide (1a) was firstly synthesized from N-methylani-
line with two steps in a high yield.15 1a was then allowed to react
with xanthate (2a) in the presence of 1.5 equiv of dilauroyl peroxide
(DLP) in DCE at 84 �C for 12 h14 To our delight, the desired product
3a was isolated in 87% yield (Table 1, entry 1). This result encour-
aged us to further optimize the reaction conditions. Several oxi-
dants, including PhI(OAc)2, TBHP, H2O2, K2S2O8, were thoroughly
examined, and the DLP remained as the best one (Table 1, entries
1e5). The solvent screening results revealed that DCE was the best
choice (Table 1, entries 6e10). By altering the temperature to
120 �C, the yield of 3awas slightly reduced due to the instability of
DLP at high temperature (Table 1, entry 11). In addition, decreasing
the amount of DLP and 2a seems to dramatically reduce the re-
action efficiency (Table 1, entry 12e14). Therefore, the best reaction
conditions were concluded as follows: N-aryl hydrox-
ymethylacrylamide 1a (0.1 M), xanthate 2a (1.5 equiv), DLP (oxi-
dant, 1.5 equiv) in DCE at 84 �C in an open flask.

With the optimized reaction conditions in hand, we next ex-
amined the scope of this reaction (Table 2). The reactions of dif-
ferent N-aryl-N-methyl hydroxymethylacrylamides (1) with
xanthate (2a) proceeded efficiently to deliver the spirooxindole
lactones 3a-j in good yields.12d,15,16 The property and position of
substituents R1 in substrates 1 did not significantly effect to the
reactions. Such as, 1b (R1¼4-Me), 1d (R1¼4-CF3) and 1g (R1¼6-Me)
gave the products 3b, 3d and 3g in 81%, 78% and 86% yields, re-
spectively. The good tolerance of substrate bearing Cl and Br pro-
vides a convenient platform for further elaboration via
conventional Pd-catalyzed cross-coupling (3e, 3f, 3h). Interestingly,

the reaction of 2-hydroxymethyl-N-acryloyltetrahydroquinoline 1k
and 2a produced a tetracyclic oxindole product 3k in 86% yield. For
2-hydroxymethyl-N-methyl-N-naphthylacrylamide 1l, the desired
product 3lwas also formed in moderate yield (63%). Next, changing
the N-substituent group R2 of 1a from the methyl group to iso-
propyl, phenyl and benzyl also gave the desired products 3m, 3n
and 3o in 90%, 75% and 94% yields, respectively. Much to our de-
light, replacing R3¼H in 1awith bulkier alkyl groups (R3¼n-Pr, i-Pr,
cyclohexyl) also react smoothly with xanthate 2a affording the
products 3per in 67e74% yields. However, 1s (R3¼Ph) as substrate
did not result any desired product 3s under the same reaction
conditions. The probable reason is the formation of stable benzylic
carbocation, which easy leave away to form monosubstituted
oxindole. Finally, the reactions of a variety of xanthates 2 with 1a
were investigated under the optimized reaction conditions. It was
found that steric bulk of R4 of xanthates 2 significantly influenced
the yields of the reactions.

For examples, the reactions of 2b (R4¼Me), 2c (R4¼Et) and 2d
(R4¼di-Me) afforded the corresponding products (3t, 3u,3v) in 84%,

Table 1
Optimization of reaction conditionsa

Entry Oxidant Temp (�C) Solvent Yield (%)b

1 DLP 84 DCE 87
2 PhI(OAc)2 84 DCE NRc

3 TBHP 84 DCE 62
4 H2O2 84 DCE NR
5 K2S2O8 84 DCE NR
6 DLP 65 THF 65
7 DLP 60 EA 15
8 DLP 80 CH3CN 21
9 DLP 100 Dioxane 53
10 DLP 130 C6H5Cl 22
11 DLP 120 DCE 80
12d DLP 84 DCE 73
13e DLP 84 DCE 71
14d,e DLP 84 DCE 58

a Reaction conditions: 1a (0.3 mmol, 1 equiv), 2a (0.45 mmol, 1.5 equiv), oxidant
(1.5 equiv), solvent (3 mL), 12 h.

b Isolated yields.
c NR¼no reaction.
d Oxidant (1.2 equiv).
e 2a (1.2 equiv).

Table 2
Reaction scope for the synthesis of substrate 3a

a Reaction conditions 1 (0.3 mmol, 1 eq.), 2 (0.45 mmol, 1.5 eq.), 
oxidant (0.45 mmol, 1.5 eq.), DCE (3 mL) at 84 oC for 12 hours 
under air. The d.r. value is given in parenthesis. 
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