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a b s t r a c t

Novel aza-bicyclic 2-isoxazolines, 4,5-dihydroisoxazole[5,4-b]pyrrolidines, and 4,5-dihydroisoxazole[5,4-
b]piperidines were synthesized in a highly regioselective manner through a 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition
reaction of 5- and 6-membered endocyclic enecarbamates and enamides with several nitrile oxides in
good to excellent yields. Hydrogenolysis of 5- and 6-membered Cbz-cycloadducts led to secondary
amines, which presented distinctive stabilities. 2-Isoxazoline bisamides were obtained in good yields
through a N-benzoylation, followed by ammonolysis of the secondary amine, or directly from ammonol-
ysis of the cycloadducts.

� 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

Endocyclic enecarbamates and enamides possess a strategically
located enamine functionality which makes these nitrogen con-
taining heterocycles very versatile precursors of other N-heterocy-
cles and alkaloids.1

The [2+2] and [4+2] cycloaddition reactions involving enecarba-
mates and enamides have been reported before,2,3 however, the
1,3-dipolar cycloaddition reactions involving these N-heterocycles
have remained unreported in literature in spite of their potential as
dipolarophiles. 1,3-Dipolar cycloaddition of endocyclic enecarba-
mate and enamide with nitrile oxides opens new routes to novel
heterobicyclic compounds by incorporating the 2-isoxazoline nu-
cleus.4 Many compounds bearing the 2-isoxazoline nucleus show
relevant biological activity, for instance, the glutamic acid antago-
nist (1), the antithrombotic (2), the antitumoral (3), the anti-
inflammatory (4), among others (Fig. 1).5–8 New transformations
involving endocyclic enecarbamates and enamides have been the
main focus of our research laboratories and herein we report on
the development of a new synthetic methodology involving the
1,3-dipolar cycloaddition of endocyclic enecarbamates and ena-
mides with nitrile oxides for the construction of new aza-bicyclic
2-isoxazolines: 4,5-dihydroisoxazole[5,4-b]pyrrolidines and 4,5-
dihydroisoxazole[5,4-b]piperidines.

The 5-membered endocyclic enecarbamates and enamides (8)
were prepared by direct application of the Kraus method,9 whereas
the 6-membered ones (6) were prepared using a modification of
this methodology (Scheme 1).10 Application of the Kraus method
to the synthesis of 6-membered enecarbamates and enamides
led to very low yields of the desired products (<10%).

Five different 1,3-dipoles (p-chlorobenzonitrile oxide, p-
methoxybenzonitrile oxide, p-toluyilformonitrile oxide, (2-furfu-
ryl)-formonitrile oxide, and carboethoxyformonitrile oxide-CEF-
NO) were tested in these 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition reactions with
several endocyclic enecarbamates and enamides. CEFNO was
formed in situ from ethyl chlorooximidoacetate, which was ob-
tained from glycine ethyl ester hydrochloride,11 while benzonitrile
and other formonitrile oxides were formed in situ from the respec-
tive hydroximinoyl chloride precursors,12 which in turn were ob-
tained from the respective oximes (Schemes 1 and 2).13

When the pure ethyl chlorooximidoacetate was used as precur-
sor to generate the CEFNO, the optimum condition for the 1,3-
dipolar cycloaddition reactions, which provided the best output,
such as low formation of CEFNO dimer, was the following: enecar-
bamate/enamide as limiting reagent, dry CHCl3 or THF as solvent,
dry Et3N as base, slow addition of the CEFNO precursor into a solu-
tion of enamide/enecarbamate and Et3N, at room temperature, un-
der vigorous stirring.14

For the other nitrile oxides (benzonitrile oxides and (2-furfu-
ryl)-formonitrile oxide), obtained in situ from their respective

0040-4039/$ - see front matter � 2008 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
doi:10.1016/j.tetlet.2008.11.096

* Corresponding author. Tel./fax: +55 81 21268511.
E-mail address: rodolfo@ufpe.br (A.R. de Faria).

Tetrahedron Letters 50 (2009) 684–687

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Tetrahedron Letters

journal homepage: www.elsevier .com/ locate / tet let

mailto:rodolfo@ufpe.br
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/00404039
http://www.elsevier.com/locate/tetlet


crude precursors, excess enecarbamates/enamides in dry CHCl3,
provided the best reaction condition, in which the dimer of the ni-
trile oxide is not observed.14 The use of (2-furfuryl)-hydroximinoyl
chloride, precursor of the (2-furfuryl)-formonitrile oxide, resulted
in very low yields of the cycloadducts (7l) and (9j), probably due
to its instability.

5-Membered endocyclic enecarbamates and enamides (8)
underwent smooth 1,3-cycloaddition when CEFNO was used
(Scheme 2). Complete conversion of the starting enecarbamate/
enamide was observed in all cases evaluated, whereas 6-mem-
bered enecarbamates/enamides led to incomplete conversions
with this reagent.

The chiral 5-membered endocyclic enecarbamates (10) were
prepared as described before15 and were submitted to the 1,3-
dipolar cycloaddition with CEFNO (Scheme 3) applying the same
optimized reaction conditions described for the racemic series.

The diastereoisomeric isoxazolines (11) and (12) were easily
separated by flash chromatography and were identified by estab-
lishment of the relative configuration of the H5 and H6a-protons.
Due to the defined absolute configuration of the C5-carbon from
the starting chiral enecarbamate (10), we assigned the structure
of the diastereoisomer (11) using NOESY and NOEDIF techniques
(Fig. 2). The diastereoisomer (12) does not show correlation be-
tween the H5 and H6a-protons in the NOESY spectrum.

The low diastereoselectivity of the 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition is
probably due to the dipolar mechanism of the reaction and the dis-
tance of the ester group in C5. Similar low selectivity was also ver-
ified in some Heck arylation reactions involving chiral
enecarbamates,16 in contrast with [2+2] cycloadditions of these
enecarbamates with ketenes.17
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9 6i (94%) 4-CH3C6H4 7i (60%) 4-CH3C6H6 COOEt 

10 6a OEt 7j (54%) OEt 4-OMeC6H4

11 6b OBn 7k (58%) OBn 4-CH3C6H4

12 6f 4-tBuC6H4 7l (24%)i 4-tBuC6H4 2-furfuryl 
13 6f 4-tBuC6H4 7m (62%) 4-tBuC6H4 4-ClC6H4

14 6e 4-OMeC6H4 7n (64%) 4-OMeC6H4 4-ClC6H4

Scheme 1. Synthesis and 1,3-dipolar cycloaddition of 6-membered endocyclic
enecarbamates and enamides (6). (a) Alkyl chloroformates or p-(R1)-benzoyl
chlorides, Et3N, THF, reflux, (b) ethyl chlorooxiimidoacetate or benzohydroximinoyl
chlorides or (2-furfuryl)-hydroximinoyl chloride (i)unstable, Et3N, CHCl3, or THF, rt.
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1 9a (80%) OEt  COOEt 
2 9b (78%) OBn  COOEt 
3 9c (64%) 4-NO2C6H4  COOEt 
4 9d (70%) 4-FC6H4 COOEt 
5 9e (75%) 4-OMeC6H4 COOEt 
6 9f (74%) 4-tBuC6H4 COOEt 
7 9g (65%) 4-ClC6H4 COOEt 
8 9h (68%) 4-tBuC6H4 4-ClC6H4

9 9i (60%) 4-NO2C6H4 4-CH3C6H4

10 9j (29%)i 4-tBuC6H4 2-furfuryl
11 9k (70%) OBn 4-OMeC6H4

12 9l (72%) OEt 4-ClC6H4

Scheme 2. 1,3-Dipolar cycloaddition of 5-membered endocyclic enecarbamates/
enamides (8). (a) Ethyl chlorooxiimidoacetate or benzohydroximinoyl chlorides or
(2-furfuryl)-hydroximinoyl chloride (i)unstable, Et3N, CHCl3, or THF, rt.
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Scheme 3. 1,3-Dipolar cycloaddition of chiral 5-membered endocyclic enecarba-
mates (10). (a) Ethyl chlorooxiimidoacetate, Et3N, THF, rt.
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Figure 2. Assignment of the relative configuration of diastereoisomer 11, by
NOEDIF.
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Scheme 4. Degradation of unprotected 6-membered isoxazoline amine (13).
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Figure 1. Some bioactive 2-isoxazolines.
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