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Abstract: This is a personal story on the author’s way of ‘discovering’ valence bond 

theory and using it to formulate unified models of chemical reactivity and bonding. 

Since scientific life is just a part of life, the story blends sub-stories of life events with 

stories on scientific events, colleagues, papers, meetings, and friendships. This is also 

a story of a wonderful and insightful theory, which is coming of age with applications 

and computational capabilities that start to match the most advanced post Hartree-

Fock calculations. 
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