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1. Introduction

Platinum complexes are now amongst the most widely
used drugs for the treatment of cancer. The three platinum
anticancer drugs in current worldwide clinical use are
shown in Chart 1. The first and second generation com-
pounds cisplatin (cis-[PtCl2(NH3)2]) and carboplatin
(cis-[Pt(CBDCA-O,O 0)(NH3)2]) are in widespread use to
treat a variety of cancers, either as single agents or in com-
bination with other drugs [1–3]. Oxaliplatin, ([Pt(ox)(-
DACH-N,N 0)]), introduced into the clinic in 2002 has
become an important option for the treatment of colorectal
cancer and its possible use in the treatment of other cancers
is a focus of intense investigation [1–3].

The search for improved platinum drugs continues
with the goals of reducing the toxic side effects and
broadening the spectrum of activity to tumours resistant
to cisplatin. A major focus of current research is in the
investigation of ‘‘non-classical’’ platinum antitumour
compounds that act by a different mechanism to that
of cisplatin to achieve a different profile of activity. Cur-
rent knowledge of the mechanism of action of platinum
drugs has been summarised in several recent books and
review articles [4–10].

NMR methods have proved useful in the investigation
of platinum drugs from the time that cisplatin was first

introduced into the clinic more than 30 years ago. Both
195Pt [11,12] and 15N NMR [12] were used in early studies
and made a major contribution in the understanding of the
molecular mechanism of action from model studies involv-
ing reactions with amino acids (proteins) and nucleotides
(DNA). However, these NMR studies were limited by the
inherent insensitivity of these nuclei until the introduction
of 2D [1H,15N] NMR techniques in the early 1990s [13]
made it possible to follow the reactions of cisplatin and
related platinum anticancer complexes under physiologi-
cally relevant conditions.

Over the past decade [1H,15N] NMR studies have pro-
vided unique insight into the molecular mechanism of
action of platinum drugs including investigations of simple
aquation reactions, protein binding and the kinetics and
sequence selectivity of DNA binding interactions. The ear-
ly applications of the [1H,15N] NMR method have been the
subject of several review articles [14–17]. In this article,
emphasis is given to more recent [1H,15N] NMR studies,
in particular the kinetics and mechanism of DNA platina-
tion reactions, the detection of platination sites on proteins
and studies of new platinum drugs under investigation
including the trinuclear platinum complex [{trans-
PtCl(NH3)2}2-{l-trans-Pt(NH3)2(NH2(CH2)6NH2)2}]4+

(BBR3464), cis-[PtCl2(NH3) (2-pic)] (AMD473/ZD0473),
trans-Pt(II) complexes and photoactivatable Pt(IV) diazido
complexes. We have not included here NMR structural
studies of platinated DNA adducts, which have been
reviewed recently elsewhere [18,19] or related NMR studies
of retro models of the cisplatin–DNA cross-link (see for
example Refs. [20–22]).

2. 195Pt NMR spectroscopy

195Pt NMR is a reasonably sensitive nucleus for NMR
detection having a natural abundance of 33.8% and recep-
tivity relative to 1H of 3.4 · 10�3. However, the limit of
detection (5–10 mM) precludes observation of natural
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Chart 1. Platinum anticancer drugs in worldwide clinical use.
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