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Nickel nanoparticles loaded onto calcium silicate (Ni/CaSiO3) have been prepared by ion-exchange
method followed by in situ H,-reduction of the calcined precursor. Ni/CaSiO; was found to be effec-
tive for the catalytic direct synthesis of primary amines from alcohols and NH3 under relatively mild
conditions. Various aliphatic alcohols are tolerated, and the turnover number (TON) was higher than
those of Ru-based homogeneous catalysts. The catalyst was recoverable and was reused. Effects of the
surface oxidation states and particle size of Ni on the catalytic activity were studied by infrared (IR)

ﬁfgg{gﬁs" investigation of the states of adsorbed CO and transmission electron microscopy (TEM). It is clarified that
Alkylation the surface Ni® sites on small (3 nm) sized Ni nanoparticles are the catalytically active species. Ni/CaSiO3
Amines was also effective for the alkylation of anilines and aliphatic amines with various alcohols (benzyl and
Ammonia aliphatic alcohols) under additive free conditions; primary amines were converted into secondary amines
Calcium silicate and secondary amines into tertiary amines.

Nickel © 2013 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Amines are of significant importance for the bulk- and fine-
chemical industry as building blocks for polymers, surfactants,
dyes, pharmaceuticals and agrochemicals. Among the amines, the
terminal primary amines are the most useful intermediates for
further derivatization reactions [1]. Aliphatic primary amines can
be synthesized by the reductive amination of the corresponding
carbonyl compounds [2,3], but their selective synthesis is challeng-
ing due to their high reactivity. Although heterogeneous catalysts
are used for reductive aminations of simple alcohols under H
[2-5], they suffer from drawbacks such as limited substrate scope,
low selectivity for primary amines and needs of high temperature
(>200°C), high H, pressure, and high NH3 pressure. Heterogeneous
Ru [6] and Cu [7] catalysts reported by Mizuno and co-workers
and homogeneous Ir catalysts reported by Fujita and co-workers
[8] were effective and reusable catalysts for the direct synthesis of
secondary and tertiary amines from alcohols and aqueous ammo-
nia (or urea), but selective formation of primary amines were not
reported. Milstein and co-worker [9] reported the first example
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of the selective synthesis of primary amines from primary alco-
hols and NH3 using Ru PNP pincer complex, but the system was
ineffective for the amination of secondary alcohols. Recently, Vogt
and co-worker [10] and Beller and co-worker [11] independently
discovered the selective amination of secondary alcohols with
NH3 to give primary amines. Although these systems, driven by
a borrowing-hydrogen [12] (or hydrogen-autotransfer [2]) mech-
anism (Scheme 1), provided successful examples catalytic primary
amines syntheses, the homogeneous Ru catalysts had problems
such as necessity of expensive noble metals and difficulties in
recovery and reuse of catalysts.

The N-alkylation of amines with alcohols to give higher order
amines has been also attracted considerable attention as an
environmentally friendly synthetic method of alkyl amines [1,2].
Recently, homogeneous Ru [13] and Ir [ 14] catalysts were shown to
be highly effective for this one-pot reaction, but these systems have
problems such as difficulty in the recovery and reuse of expensive
catalysts and the use of co-catalysts such as base and stabilizing
ligand. Recyclable heterogeneous noble metal catalysts (Pd [15],
Ru [6,16], Au [17], Pt [18] and Ag [19,20]) have been also reported,
but some of them suffer from low TON, low selectivity to mono-
alkylation, and necessity of co-catalysts. From the environmental
and economic viewpoints, it is desired to accomplish this reaction
by an inexpensive catalyst. However, most of the heterogeneous
base metal catalysts reported so far (Ni [21], Fe [22] and Cu [7]
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Scheme 1. Borrowing-hydrogen mechanism of transition metal-catalyzed amina-
tion of alcohols.

catalysts) generally suffer from low TON, limited scope and neces-
sities of high temperatures or basic co-catalyst. For example, Ni/Cu
co-loaded Al, 05 catalyst recently reported by Sun et al. exhibited
TON of 1.9 for N-alkylation of aniline with benzylalcohol in the
presence of 25 mol% NaOH and 12.5 mol% CaCl, [21].

As shown above, the development of non-noble-metal-based
heterogeneous catalyst for the direct amination reactions is an
important research target. We report herein that calcium sili-
cate (CaSiO3)-supported nickel metal nanoparticle catalyst readily
prepared from inexpensive commercial materials [23] acts as a ver-
satile heterogeneous catalyst for the selective synthesis of primary
amines from alcohols and ammonia N-alkylation of amines with
alcohols to give higher order amines under relatively mild con-
ditions without any additives. In order to clarify the controlling
factors of the catalytic system, the effects of the particle size and
surface oxidation states of Ni on the activity is discussed based on
the results of catalyst characterization.

2. Experimental

Commercially available organic and inorganic compounds (from
Tokyo Chemical Industry, Wako Pure Chemical Industries, or Kanto
Chemical) were used without further purification. The GC (Shi-
madzu GC-14B) and GCMS (Shimadzu GCMS-QP2010) analyses
were carried out with Ultra ALLOY capillary column UA*-5 (Fron-
tier Laboratories Ltd.) capillary column (Shimadzu) using nitrogen
as the carrier gas.

CaSiO3 was kindly supplied from Konoshima Chemical. NiZ*-
exchanged CaSiO; was prepared by treating the support with
aqueous solution of Ni nitrate for 12h at room temperature,
followed by centrifuging and washing with deionized water
(three times), and by drying at 90°C for 12 h. NiO-loaded CaSiO3
(NiO/CaSiO3) was prepared by calcining Ni2*-exchanged CaSiOs
in air for 4h at 350°C. Ni-loaded CaSiO3 (Ni/CaSiO3) was pre-
pared by in situ pre-reduction of NiO/CaSiO3; under H, flow (20
cm? min~1) at 600°C for 0.5 h. ICP analysis showed that Ni con-
tent in the sample was 10 wt%. SiO, (Q-10) was supplied from Fuji
Silysia Chemical Ltd. CaO was prepared by calcination of Ca(OH),
at 500 °C for 3 h. CaO or SiO,-supported Ni (10 wt%) were prepared
by the impregnation method, followed by drying at 90°C for 12 h,
and by in situ pre-reduction of the precursor under H, at 600°C.
Raney Ni (B113 W, Ni >90%) was supplied from Evonik Industries.

Ni/CaSiO3 pre-reduced at 600 °C was used as a standard catalyst.
For the reaction of alcohols with NH3, the pre-reduced catalyst in
the closed glass tube sealed with a septum inlet was cooled to room
temperature under H, atmosphere. The mixture of o-xylene (4.0 g),
alcohol (3.0 mmol), and n-dodecane (0.5 mmol) was injected to the
pre-reduced catalyst inside the glass tube through the septum inlet.
Then, the septum was removed under air, and a magnetic stirrer

was put in the tube, followed by inserting the tube inside stainless
autoclave with a dead space of 33 cm3. Soon after being sealed,
the reactor was flushed with NH3 from a high pressure gas cylinder
and charged with 0.4 MPa NH3 at room temperature. The amount of
NHj3 present in the reactor before heating was 6.7 mmol (2.2 equiv.
with respect to the alcohol). Then, the reactor was heated typically
at 160 °C under stirring (150 rpm).

For the reaction of alcohols with amines, the mixture of alcohol
(1.0mmol) and amine (1.2 mmol) in o-xylene (1 g) was injected to
the pre-reduced catalyst inside a reactor (cylindrical glass tube)
through a septum inlet, followed by filling with N;. Then, the
resulting mixture was stirred under reflux; bath temperature was
155°C and reaction temperature was ca. 144 °C. For both reactions,
conversion and yields of products were determined by GC using n-
dodecane as an internal standard. The products were identified by
GC-MS equipped with the same column as GC and by comparison
with commercially pure products.

TEM measurements were carried out by using a JEOL JEM-2100F
TEM operated at 200kV. Ni K-edge extended X-ray absorption
fine structure (EXAFS) was measured in transmission mode at the
BLO1B1 in the SPring-8 (Proposal No. 2011B1137). The storage ring
was operated at 8 GeV. A Si(11 1) single crystal was used to obtain
a monochromatic X-ray beam. The EXAFS analysis was performed
using the REX version 2.5 program (RIGAKU). The Fourier transfor-
mation of the k3-weighted EXAFS oscillation from k space to R space
was performed over the range 3.0-16.0 A~! to obtain a radial distri-
bution function. The inversely Fourier filtered data were analyzed
with a usual curve fitting method in the k range of 3.0-16.0A-1.
The parameters for the Ni—O and Ni—Ni shells were provided by
the FEFF6.

The surface characterization of the Ni/CaSiO3 was carried out
by the infrared (IR) spectroscopic investigation of adsorbed CO
over the catalyst. The Ni/CaSiO3 catalyst (40 mg) was pressed into
self-supporting pellet of 20 mm in diameter, and was placed in
an infrared cell, which was connected to a closed gas circulation
system equipped with vacuum line. The Ni/CaSiO3 catalyst pre-
reduced at 600 °C was placed in the IR cell and reduced again by H,
at 500 °C for 10 h, followed by evacuation at the same temperature
for 1 hbefore use. Adsorption of COwas carried out at 25 °C. Infrared
spectra were recorded by an FT-IR (Jasco. FT/IR 7300) equipped
with an MCT detector. The spectra were obtained by 100 scans
at 4cm™! resolution. The spectra of adsorbed CO were obtained
from rationing the background spectra of the catalyst to those of
adsorbed CO.

3. Results and discussion

The XRD spectrum of Ni/CaSiO3 (recorded under ambient con-
ditions) showed broad lines due to metallic Ni. Fig. 1 shows the
EXAFS spectrum of Ni/CaSiO3. The catalyst pre-reduced in a flow
of H, for 0.5h at 600°C was cooled to room temperature in the
flow of H, and was sealed in a cell made of polyethylene under
N>, and then the EXAFS spectrum was taken at room temperature.
Table 1 shows the results of curve-fitting analyses of the EXAFS. The
EXAFS of Ni/CaSiO3 consists of a Ni-Ni shell (at 2.48 A with coordi-
nation number of 4.3) and a Ni—O shell (at 2.00 A and coordination
number of 2.6). By comparison with the crystallographic data of Ni
metal, the Ni—Ni shell was assigned to metallic Ni. The weak con-
tribution of the Ni—O shell indicates the presence of NiO or Ni2*
species as minor Ni species. Fig. 2 shows Ni particle size distribu-
tions of Ni/CaSiO3 pre-reduced at different temperatures (600 °C
and 700°C). The average particle sizes of the catalysts reduced
at 600°C and 700°C were 3.0+ 0.8 nm and 12.6 +2.9 nm, respec-
tively. The average size of Ni crystallites in Ni/CaSiO3 (reduced
at 600°C) estimated by XRD (Fig. 1) using Scherrer equation is
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