
Accepted Manuscript

From a systematic literature review to integrated definition for sustainable supply
chain innovation (SSCI)

De Gao, Zhiduan Xu, Yilong Z. Ruan, Haiyan Lu

PII: S0959-6526(16)32015-7

DOI: 10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.11.153

Reference: JCLP 8542

To appear in: Journal of Cleaner Production

Received Date: 17 April 2015

Revised Date: 18 March 2016

Accepted Date: 24 November 2016

Please cite this article as: Gao D, Xu Z, Ruan YZ, Lu H, From a systematic literature review to integrated
definition for sustainable supply chain innovation (SSCI), Journal of Cleaner Production (2016), doi:
10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.11.153.

This is a PDF file of an unedited manuscript that has been accepted for publication. As a service to
our customers we are providing this early version of the manuscript. The manuscript will undergo
copyediting, typesetting, and review of the resulting proof before it is published in its final form. Please
note that during the production process errors may be discovered which could affect the content, and all
legal disclaimers that apply to the journal pertain.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2016.11.153


M
ANUSCRIP

T

 

ACCEPTE
D

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT (Amount of words: 10200 excluding references and appendix) 

1 
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Abstract：：：： 

 The vast majority of supply-chain literature has focused on supply chain management, 

innovation and sustainability, separately. However, little supply-chain research focuses on 

innovation under the supply chain context, which is expected to deliver a sustainable 

outcome. Is it a great research opportunity to explore or a subject unworthy of studying? 

This paper offers a systematic literature review considering 107 related papers published 

from 1996 to 2014. In this review, both descriptive and thematic analyses demonstrate it to 

be a great research opportunity worthy of exploring. A conceptual framework containing the 

definition of sustainable supply chain innovation (SSCI) and its distinctive characteristics are 

proposed and identified. Furthermore, some opportunities for the research in future, such as 

antecedents to SSCI, are suggested and discussed in this paper. Both academics and 

practitioners in companies might find this review useful as it stimulates further research and 

guides sustainable supply chain innovation. 
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1. Introduction 

 Innovation was originally identified by Schumpeter (1934) as the ability to create 

economic value from new ideas; today, innovation is considered as a key determinant for 

organizational competitiveness and success (McAdam and Keogh, 2004). Innovation 

exhibits the direction and progress of the regional and world economic development  

(Yakovleva et al., 2015). For example, the first handheld mobile cellphone demonstrated by 

Motorola in 1973 was one of the great innovations in the world (Kempe, 2015). As the 

essayist Arthur C. Clarke predicted in his book Profiles Of The Future, "We will be able to 

call a person anywhere on Earth merely by dialing a number and no one need ever again be 
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